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THE ISRAELITES. 



Hbb. iii. 5, 6. 

And Moses verily was faithful in all his house^ ew a ser- 
vant^ for a testimony of those things which were to he 
spoken after ; hut Christ as a son over his own house ; 
whose house are we^ if we holdfast the (xnfid^nce and 
the rejoicing of the hope firm unAo the end* 

It is evident, from holy Scripture, that the Children 
of Israel, and the dealings of the Lord with them, 
were designed to be ensamples, or types, of the Chris- 
tian Church. Israel after the flesh, and Israel after 
the Spirit, are alike spoken of as the people of the 
Lord — chosen to witness for Him, and to make 
known His name in the world. And inasmuch as His 
dealings with both have been for the revelation of His 
one great purpose in Christ Jesus His Son, the two 
dispensations have been in principle the same ; the 
later being the development of the earlier : the one 
being the shadow, and the other the image of the 
glory to come. — Heb. x. 1. 
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The bondage of Israel in Egypt, and their deliver- 
ance by the hand of Moses, foreshadowed, as we shall 
see, the dealings of the Lord with the spiritual Israel. 
And the ordinances of worship which He gave them 
for the Tabernacle of witness in the wilderness, served 
also unto ^* the example and shadow of heavenly 
things '' — that is, of the things that are in the Chris- 
tian Church. For the Church is the Kingdom of 
heaven in a mystery, even as we are said to ^^ sit 
together in heavenly places in Christ Jesus." — Ephes. 
ii. 6. 

Let us proceed then to consider and compare some 
of the leading points of resemblance in the work of 
the Lord, under the former and the present dispen- 
sations. And, in the first place, we see that the 
deliverance wrought for the Israelites at the Red Sea 
is declared to be a type of our Baptism ; and the food 
by which they were sustained in the wilderness is 
spoken of as a type of the spiritual food by which our 
souls are nourished unto eternal life. St. Paul says, 
1 Cor. X. 1: — ^'Brethren, I would not that ye 
should be ignorant, how that all our fathers were 
under the cloud, and all passed through the sea, and 
were all baptised unto Moses in the cloud and in the 
sea." This is a striking and significant figure. To us, 
indeed, it is only a figure ; but to them it was a great 
reality. It was deliverance in the time of impending 
ruin. They were separated by the waters of their 
baptism from the tyranny and thraldom of the enemy, 
and were brought out to be under the government 



and guidance of the Lord. At this baptism unto 
Moses, God was present. All our fathers were under 
that cloud wherein He dwelt. He was there in the 
symbol of the cloud by day, and in the shining of a 
flaming fire by night. It was His manifested presence 
which gave its chief solemnity to the event, and its 
perfect eflScacy to the deliverance. Their baptism 
was the act of God Himself. It was He who brought 
them through. When Moses was commanded to 
stretch forth his hand over the sea, it was God's hand, 
so to speak, that was stretched forth ; for it was His 
hand that divided the sea, and saved His people, and 
overwhelmed their enemies. 

Now, great as was the deliverance when Israel 
was baptised unto Moses, let us remember that, after 
all, it is spoken of as only a type of that which is 
wrought for us in our baptism. St. Paul says, ** now 
these things were our figures." 1 Cor. x. 6. Can 
it be, therefore, that God was present as a Saviour in 
the type, and is not present in the anti-type ? Can it be 
that their baptism unto Moses was an act of blessed and 
mighty deliverance, and that our baptism into Christ 
is not a mightier and more blessed deliverance still ? 
It is tnie the Lord is not in the cloud now as he was 
then. But it is because He has found another place 
to dwell in. God is now manifest in flesli. He took 
our nature ; and having borne our burdens therein, 
and opened . up a fountain for our uncleannesses. He 
looses us from the bondage of the enemy, and brings 
us under His own blessed government and guidance. 



And though now we see Him not, we know by His 
own promise that He is nearer to us than He was to 
Israel, Our baptism is not a man's act, any more 
than the baptism of Israel was ; only in our baptism 
the Lord is not over us merely as He was over them. 
He enters into us by His Holy Spirit, and thus He 
gives us in very truth a place and a name among the 
sons and daughters of the Lord Almighty. 

Observe, we are speaking now of the act of bap- 
tism — not of its final issue, which is quite another 
thing. We do not forget how the Lord, having 
saved the people out of the land of Egypt, afterwards 
destroyed them that believed not. Alas ! how true 
also is the parallel now ! 

Again, St. Paul says of the congregation in the 
wildeniess, '* they did all eat the same spiritual meat, 
and did all drink the same spiritual drink." They 
were fed with manna — with bread which came down 
from heaven. This was a daily »token to them of the 
Lord's faithfulness. It was their daily wonder, as well 
as their daily sustenance. No law of nature inter- 
vened to prepare this manna. It was of God's 
immediate creation ; and from His hand it fell, at 
the appointed time, round about their habitations. 
Man did eat angels' food. And for his drink, it 
came from the stony rock at the word of the Lord. 
* ' They drank of that spiritual rock which followed 
them, and that rock was Christ." 

Now, this again was a type — prefiguring the 
holy communion : a type glorious in itself, but neces- 



sarily more glorious in that which it typified. Unlo 
us also there is bread which cometh down from 
heaven, and wine which maketh glad the heart. We 
believe in neither transubstantiation nor consubstan- 
tiation ; but common bread this cannot be, else would 
the manna be a better, a more heavenly thing than it. 
Since Christ has died, yea rather since He has risen 
again, we feed upon Him, the true Bread of Life, of 
which the manna was but a figure. Partakers of the 
divine nature now, we are provided with the nourish- 
ment which that nature needs. And can that be 
merely bread and wine ? That would not be to eat the 
Lord's supper. Li this holy sacrament, our com- 
munion is with the Father and with the Son, by the 
Holy Ghost, who dwelleth in us. And it is the same 
spiritual meat upon which the whole spiritual Israel 
feeds ; and thus it is communion with the whole body 
as well as with its glorious Head. — 1 Cor. x. 17. 

Our spiritual drink too is more precious than the 
Israelites'. It is such as befitteth this higher dispen- 
sation. The water has been changed into wine. It 
is the blood of the Lord, wherein is the risen and 
glorious life. It is the wine of the kingdom, whereby 
we anticipate its joy. It is true that, as in baptism, 
no external wonder, no visible glory, is seen. The 
exterior glory is shut up now : but where is it slmt 
up? It is in man — in the body of Christ — wherein 
He dwelleth by His Spirit, and whereby He worketh 
to accomplish all His glorious purpose on the earth. 

The next thing we notice in the dealing of God 
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with His people, both Jew and Christian, is the pro- 
minence which is given to the principle of Sacrificb. 
Not that sacrifice was first instituted under Moses : it 
existed fi-om the beginning. And this serves to shew, 
all the more strikingly, the importance and the per- 
manence of the principle, whatever the form may be 
under which it is carried out. The people had sold 
themselves for nought ; and by a sacrifice of priceless 
value they were to be redeemed: which sacrifice, 
while it was foreshewn continually from of old, is 
designed to be held in everlasting remembrance. 
Moreover, in virtue of this one sacrifice, all the people 
of the Lord are to be devoted to Him — to present 
themselves as living sacrifices, holy and acceptable 
unto God, which is their reasonable service. 

Now, observe how prominent this idea of sacrifice 
appears, when the Lord sends Moses to Pharoah, to 
demand the release of His people. His words are 
(Exod. V. 3.), ** Let us go, we pray thee, three days' 
journey into the desert, and sacrifice unto the Lord 
our God." For a while Pharaoh would not listen. 
But after a time, and when smarting under the judg- 
ments of God, he called for Moses and Aaron, and 
said to them, ^^Go ye, sacrifice to your God in the 
land/' that is, in the land of Egypt. But Moses 
said, '^ it is not meet so to do." And then he 
reiterated these remarkable words (Exod. viii. 17.), 
*^ We will go three days' journey into the wilderness, 
and sacrifice unto the Lord our God, as he shall 
command us." Further judgments then ensued. 



which forced Pharaoh to relent still more, so that 
he said, *^ Go ye, serve the Lord ; ooly let your 
flocks and your herds be stayed : let your little ones 
also go with you. But Moses said, Thou must give 
us also sacrifices and burnt offerings, that we may 
sacrifice unto the Lord our God. Our cattle also 
shall go with us : for thereof we must take to serve 
the Lord our God ; and we know not with what we 
must serve the Lord until we come thither." — Exod. 
X. 26. 

In all this we see that the leading thought in 
the mind of Moses was, that the people were to be 
brought forth fi'om Egypt mainly for this end — 
that they might sacrifice unto the Lord. And what 
Moses thus said to Pharaoh was God's word, and not 
his own. It declared God's purpose concerning His 
people. They could not sacrifice in Egypt. They 
could not serve the Lord there after the manner He 
desired. They had first to go three days' journey, 
away from Egypt and its abominations. They needed 
to pass through the Eed Sea — to be baptised unto 
Moses in the cloud and in the sea : and then they 
would be shewn how they should sacrifice and serve. 
Yet, after all, we read that they did sacrifice 
in Egypt; and this also was needed to shew forth 
things to come. One sacrifice, and one only, they 
were commanded to offer there ; and that sacrifice 
was the very means of their deliverance. The lamb 
slain there was a sacrifice different from any other 
that followed it: and it was offered in a place by 
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itself — without the camp, as it were. The Passover 
which was observed afterwards was observed expressly 
in commemoration of this. In truth, there was but 
one actual Passover, and that was the first. It was 
observed in a place and upon a night much to be 
remembered : for the Lord had arisen to judgment, 
and except through the blood of that Lamb there was 
no means of escape. It was more than a type. 
There was salvation in the blood. The sight of it 
upon the lintels and door-posts guided the hand of the 
destroying angel. Wherever he saw it, there was 
safety: wherever he saw it not, there was death. 
This, then, was a sacrifice quite peculiar. It could 
not take place again. It was for accomplishing the 
deliverance of Israel, and it did accomplish it once 
for all. 

And what do we learn from all this ? We know 
Who was the true Paschal Lamb, even the Lamb of 
God, who taketh away the sins of the world. In one 
part of holy Scripture, yjhen Egypt is namedy it is 
added, '* Where also our Lord was crucified." He 
suffered without the gate — in the accursed place, 
'* being made a curse for us:'* and His sacrifice is 
unlike every other. It was offered only once, and 
could never be repeated. Salvation comes to us 
through the offering and sacrifice of Jesus Christ 
once for all. He was crucified in the accursed land ; 
but, observe. He also had a three days' journey to 
perform ere He could deliver His people, and bring 
them out to sacrifice unto the Lord their God, 
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When He spake, on the mount of transfiguration, of 
the *' decease " which he was to accomplish at 
Jerusalem, He meant more than His death. The 
word ** decease*' is, in the original, '^ exodon.'^ 
He spake of the exodus He was to accomplish. He 
spake, not of His death only, but of His resurrection 
also. It was His going down into the Eed Sea; 
hut it was also his triumph on the farther side. It 
was then He entered fully into his oflSce as our great 
High Priest. It was then He delivered His people, 
and taught them how to sacrifice and to serve. It 
was then He instituted the Christian Passover — the 
sacrifice commemorative of the mighty deliverance 
He had wrought. It was then the spiritual Israel 
became an holy priesthood in Him. 

Observe now, how the type shews forth the same 
thing. When the Lord commanded the children of 
Israel, before they departed from Egypt, to sacrifice 
the Paschal Lamb, He claimed, at the same time, all 
the first-born of men and of cattle to be set apart 
for His service — the men for Priests, and the cattle 
for sacrifices. — Exod. xiii. 11, 12. And we see, 
as the narrative proceeds, that after the people were 
brought out of Egypt — immediately after their de- 
liverance, this law was carried out by the Lord 
choosing the tribe of Levi instead of the first-born, 
to sacrifice and to serve as His Priests. — Num. viii, 
17,18. 

He shewed thus that His great object in deliver- 
ing His people was, as Moses had said, that they 
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might sacrifice unto the Lord their God, and that 
Ihey might he to Him a *' kingdom of Priests." Such 
Ho calls them expressly, Exod, xix. 6. And yet 
He chose one of their tribes to do the priestly ser- 
vice; and none could do it but they. But they 
were to do it in the name of all the rest : and there 
were thus Priests proper, to shew that all were 
priestly. Sacrifice, which is the work of a Priesthood, 
was then seen to be God's abiding ordinance. And, 
if we are the Lord's people, it must be the same in 
principle still. For what is sacrifice ? It is self- 
dedication — devoting, first ourselves, and then our 
all, to the Lord. This is the service we are called to 
render— the worship we are to offer for ever. This 
was the service Jesus rendered, the devotedness He 
manifested, when He instituted the Holy Eucharist. 
He then gave Himself up willingly to die. He shewed 
that His death was a free-will offering. And it was 
this act — this spirit of entire self-dedication, which 
pleased God : not the cruel act of the crucifixion, 
which was done by the hands of wicked men. 

We know that we cannot die as Jesus died. He 
is the Eedeemer ; we are the redeemed. But we 
can give ourselves up to God — we can sacrifice to Him 
by self-dedication, even as Jesus did. We are to be 
the victims of a sacrifice, as well as the Priests ; even 
as Christ was Himself both the victim and the Priest. 
And such He was as truly in the upper room in 
Jerusalem, as He was upon the Cross. There the 
commemorative sacrifice was instituted, in which we 
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all are partakers. There He taught us to present 
continually before God the memorials of his broken 
body and shed blood. He taught us to *' do this " — 
to do what he was doing — in remembrance of Him ; 
and He was then presenting Himself a living sacrifice 
unto God ; a holy act, which is now our reasonable 
service. We call this ordinance of His a commemo- 
rative '^ sacrifice." For if the sacrifice of deliverance 
in Egypt was commemorated by sacrifice, it is meet 
and right, and according to just analogy, that the 
sacrifice of deliverance on Calvary should be com- 
memorated by sacrifice also. The holy Eucharist, 
which is the shewing forth of the death of Christ, is 
our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving. '' We have 
an altar" for this end, — Heb. xiii. 10. Christ our 
passover is sacrificed for us. Therefore do we keep 
the feast, presenting therein the *' pure offering" 
foretold by Malachi, which was to be offered ^* in 
every place:" — observe, not on Calvary, but *'in 
every place,' ^ from the rising of the sun unto the going 
down of the same. And surely such an offering can 
be made only by a devoted, dedicated people. For, 
are not they, " who eat of the sacrifices partakers 
of the altar"? And ''We are one bread and one 
body, for we are all partakers of that one bread." — 
1 Cor. X. 1 7. We need scarcely add that it is the 
sacrifice of Christ alone which gives value to the 
memorial of it; how much more to any work, or 
service, or sacrifice of ours ! We live, we serve, we 
trust, in Him only and evermore. 



12 

But we have not yet done with this subject. We 
proceed to shew from what is said of other things in 
the ancient dispensation, that there must he both 
priests and sacrifices now. When St. Paul spake of 
the Tabernacle of Witness — of that House built by 
Moses, '*for a testimony of those things which were 
to be spoken after '' — when he described the House, 
with the Holy Place and the Most Holy Place therein, 
he added (Heb. ix. 6), ** Now, when these things 
were thus ordained, the Priests went always into the 
first tabernacle, accomplishing the service of God ; 
but into the second went the High Priest alone once 
every year, not without blood." In the 8th chapter, 
the Apostle had said that these same Priests '* served 
unto the example and shadow of heavenly things." 
And if the work of the High Priest is being carried 
on in the Most Holy Place now, the work of the 
subordinate Priesthood is being carried on in the 
Holy Place, which is the Christian Church, The 
*' heavenly things " are to have among them minis- 
tering Priests accomplishing the service of God, as 
well as a great High Priest. Else what was the 
meaning of the service of those Priests who served 
** unto the example and shadow of heavenly things " ? 
If there be no Priesthood in the Church, but only a 
High Priest in the heavens, unto what example did 
the Piiests under the Law serve ? They were the 
type ; where is the anti-type ? Or where is the force, 
or the truth, of St. Paul's teaching on the subject ? 

Again. In the first Tabernacle, into which the 
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Priests went daily, accomplishing the service of God, 
there were things seen, and things done, evidently of 
a symbolical character, having, indeed, no meaning 
at all if they were not symbolical. There were the 
Candlestick, and the Table, and the Shew-bread, and 
the Altar of Incense : and, with these, various services 
were accomplished daily, morning and evening. Can 
we conceive that these services had no meaning? 
And if they had all a meaning, does it not concern 
us to know it ? And how can we know it, save as 
St. Paul knew it — by the teaching, by the voice of 
the Holy Ghost in the Church, whoso work it is to 
take off the veil which is still on the heart when 
Moses is read ? Paul knew that the second Taber- 
nacle, the Holiest of all, signified that place into 
which Christ is now entered with His own blood. 
And how knew he this, but by the teaching of the 
Holy Ghost ? But if the Most Holy Place, the 
second Tabernacle, had a symbolical meaning, surely 
the Holy Place, the first Tabernacle, had a symbolical 
meaning also ? And what meaning is more likely, 
or more scriptural, than that which the Holy Ghost 
has taught us, namely, that it signified and set forth 
the Christian Church in its priestly character, accom- 
plishing the service of God, and presenting to Him 
continually spiritual sacrifices, acceptable through 
Christ Jesus ? 

As mere types, the former things, under Moses, 
were done away at the coming in of the better hope 
under Christ. But it was only the type, the shell, 
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that was done away. The truths which all the types 
contained were eternal ; and were therefore fixed and 
immutable. As we have already said, these truths 
can be revealed by the Spirit of Christ alone. Till he 
came, there was necessarily a veil upon the heart 
when Moses was read. But He is come ; and where- 
fore is not the veil wholly removed now ? Alas ! how 
can it be removed, if the Christian Church has lost 
faith in the promise of the Spirit to lead her into all 
truth — to speak in her assemblies by her ministers and 
by her children, even as He spake and taught in the 
Church at the beginning ! 

One chief cause of the darkness which has hung 
so long over the types in the old Testament, has been 
the contracted idea that all these, of every kind, had 
their fiilfilment in the person of our blessed Lord, and 
that, therefore, we have nothing to do with them 
now. But it is obviously not in Christ personal, but 
in Christ mystical, they have their entire fiilfilment, 
even in Christ and the Church, *' which is His 
body, the fiilness of Him Who filleth all in all." 
And now, with the revival of the gifts of the Holy 
Spirit, and by the restoration of the ministries promised 
to the Church, we are taught, in some degree, the 
meaning of the types in the law ; we are shewn that 
the word and the ordinances of God fi^om the very 
beginning are replete with heavenly truth — that 
'* things new and old " there are all in perfect har- 
mony, and that they shew out together, not apart, 
the fiilness that is in God. 
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But, it is not the knowledge of typical or doc- 
trinal truth, however clear or enlarged, that will save 
us ; or that will even profit us, if it be alone. The 
spirit, the very genius, of true religion is sacrifice. 
For we are not our own : we are bought with a price : 
and therefore are we called to glorify God with our 
bodies and with our spirits, which are God's. And 
this is the service of a Priesthood. Surely our high- 
est duty and our divinest joy is to present ourselves 
before the Lord as admitted and accepted worshippers 
in Christ Jesus, His Son. To this high duty, this 
divinest joy, we know that He is leading us in His 
House by the Holy Spirit which He has given us. 
We cannot for a moment doubt it. Our only grief is 
that we, and others with us, are so slow to follow 
where He leads, and so dull in learning what He 
teaches. 

We know, and you know, that there has been 
priestcraft — that is, an abuse of priesthood — in the 
Church : and would that we could speak of it as a 
thing only of the past ! But, because there is such a 
thing as priestcraft, is that an intelligent reason why 
we should forego our priestly standing ? No verily ; 
and we are not to be thus cajoled. We will not suffer 
either past abuse or present ignorance — either man or 
devil — to beguile us so. We are '' an Holy Priest- 
hood," as truly and as scripturally as,the Jews were a 
*^ Kingdom of Priests." And as they could not shew 
out their priestly calling without ministering Priests, 
neither can we. As they could not *' serve unto the 
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example and shadow of heavenly things *' without a 
priesthood, neither can we. Blessed for ever he the 
name of our God, Who has called us, notwithstanding 
all our unworthiness, with so high and holy a calling ; 
and Who is teaching us that the Church, as a priestly 
hody, is engaged here in the same work and service 
with her glorious and only High Priest in the holy of 
holies ahove ! 



17 



THE CHERUBIM. 



Psalm lxxx. 1. 

Give ear^ Shepherd of Israel^ Thou that leadest Joseph 
like a flock ; Thou that dwellest between the CheruhimSj 
shine forth. 

When the Law was delivered to God's ancient people 
after their departure out of Egypt, there were repeated 
directions given to Moses about Cherubim. He was 
commanded to make figures of Cherubim in beaten 
gold, which were to overshadow the Mercy Seat in 
the most Holy Place. He was directed also to have 
Cherubim of cunning work wrought in the Veil and 
in the Curtains of the Tabernacle. Moreover, the 
same figures were seen carved on the walls of the 
Temple of Solomon ; and golden Cherubim, as before, 
were placed within the Oracle there. 

Now, when we consider that these emblems were 
designed by the Lord Himself, and were made accord- 
ing to a pattern which He shewed to Moses in the 
Mount: — when we reflect ftirther that they were 
placed — and placed very prominently — among things 
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which we know to have been full of symbolical mean- 
ing, we cannot imagine that they only were without 
signification. 

Again : as the revelation of the purpose of the 
Lord proceeds, we find that the Prophet Ezekiel had a 
vision of Cherubim, not now as inanimate images, but 
as living creatures, answering to the form of those 
figures under the Law. He saw them moving and 
acting in unison with the mysterious wheels which 
represent the course of God's providence in the Earth. 
And it was said of them that whithersoever the Spirit 
of the Lord was to go they went. As for the 
likeness of their faces, they four had the face of a 
Man, and of a Lion, and of an Ox, and of an Eagle. 
And above the firmament that was over their heads 
was the likeness of a Throne, as the appearance of a 
Sapphire Stone. And upon the likeness of the Throne 
was the likeness as the appearance of a Man above 
upon it. — Ezek. i. 

This vision of Ezekiel, as we have been taught, 
represents the Man Christ Jesus after He was " made 
both Lord and Christ": — that is, after He had as- 
cended up on high and received gifts for men. He 
received then the fulness of the Holy Ghost for His 
body's sake, which is the Church. — Ephes. iv. 6. 
And He gave to the Church the fourfold ministry of 
Apostles, and Prophets, and Evangelists, and Pastors 
and Teachers : answering to the four Cherubim over 
which He presided in the vision They were to be 
His ministries ; and whithersoever the Spirit was to 
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go, they were to go. His own fiilness, parted into 
four heads, like the great river in Eden, was to water 
and gladden anew the Garden of God. The fourfold 
Ministry was given and ordained for dispensing the 
grace, and light, and life of the Lord to His people. 
And, doubtless, while these ministries were to be the 
channels of blessing to the Church, they were like- 
wise to be her oflSciating organs in presenting her 
holy worship unto God. 

For, in the Book of Eevelation we read (Chap. v. 
8. 10.) that John had a vision, of four living crea- 
tures round about the Throne in heaven, which are 
evidently identical with the Cherubim in the vision 
of Ezekiel. And they were heard to sing a new song, 
which none but redeemed men could sing, and which, 
therefore, shewed them to be redeemed men. More- 
over, the words they used shewed them to be 
representatives of the redeemed. As they worshipped 
before the Lord they said ''Thou art worthy, for 
Thou wast slain, and hast redeemed us to God by thy 
blood, out of every kindred and tongue and people 
and nation : and hast made us unto our God Kings 
and Priests ; and we shall reign on the Earth." 
They worshipped in the name of the saints of all 
nations. They were Priests : and they, together with 
the four and twenty Elders, had every one of them 
harps, and golden vials full of odours, (incense), which 
are the prayers of saints. These they presented, as 
Priests, unto God. And the time is coming when 
they shall reign as Kings on the Earth. 
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Surely, therefore, this fourfold ministry must be 
an important element in the great purpose of God in 
His Church ! It has always been kept in view in 
type and symbol. And no wonder, if we consider its 
object. It is declared to be *' for the perfecting of the 
saints, for the work of the ministry, for the edifying 
of the body of Christ, till we all come in the unity of 
the faith, and of the knowledge of the Son of God, 
unto a perfect man, unto the measure of the stature 
of the fulness of Christ." — Ephes. iv. 6. From 
which words we learn also that the perfecting of the 
saints is not merely the perfecting of individual men : 
it is the uniting of them in one body — the building 
of them together, ^^for an habitation of God through 
the Spirit." 

It is true that *Hhe head of jevery man is Christ." 
Every man is to be found in Him personally. Every 
man must be a partaker of His life, if he is to be a 
partaker of His salvation. The ministries are value- 
less save as they minister the Spirit, and dispense the 
grace, which are in Christ Jesus the Lord. But He 
has set them expressly for this end — for no other — 
no less — and thus we come to see their importance. — 
2 Cor. iii. In the Church of Corinth there were some 
who said, I am of Paul ; and others, I of ApoUos ; 
and others, I of Cephas ; and others, I of Christ. 
And St. Paul reproved them all alike. They who said 
I am of Christ were in error and schism : and as much 
so, it may be, as the others. Is Christ divided? 
Has not God set the various members in the body as 
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it has pleased Him ? And shall we refuse to acknow- 
ledge our connection with them, while we boast of our 
union with Him ? 

Seeing, then, that it is God's revealed purpose to 
perfect the saints by the ministries He gave at the 
beginning, let us enquire how those ministries are to 
act, severally and together, to accomplish His gracious 
purpose. We may well rejoice that it is indeed His 
desire to elevate His creature man — to raise him 
from his low estate, and to shew forth the wonders of 
His love, and ** the riches of the glory of His inheri- 
tance, IN THE SAINTS." For this end He gave His Son 
Jesus Christ to become Man. For this end He has 
given the Holy Ghost to dwell in the Church. And 
for this end He has ordained gifts of ministry, and 
adapted them to the condition and capacities of His 
people, that their entire being may be hallowed and 
ennobled — that they may be sanctified wholly, in body, 
soul, and spirit, and be preserved blameless unto the 
coming of His Son. 

In the soul and spirit of man there are four 
powers — or more correctly four classes of powers — 
namely, the understanding, the affections, the imagi- 
nation, and the will. All the mental and moral 
powers of our nature belong to one or other of these 
classes. But all men are not formed alike. Some 
have a capacity for one gift, and some for another : 
even as some are more open to impressions from one 
aspect of the truth than from another. Hence the 
diversity of spiritual character among men : and hence 
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also the need of diversity of gifts in the ministries of 
the Church, that the saints may all he perfected. 

The ministry of the Evangelist is addressed espe- 
cially to the understanding. This is the faculty by 
which we reason, and compare, and judge — by which 
we estimate the value, and discern the seemliness, of 
things. By it we apprehend truth when it is pre- 
sented to us either in a statement of doctrine or in a 
narrative of facts. It is the eye of the soul. In one 
sense it is the candle of the Lord, for unless wholly 
destroyed, it is a continual witness for Him. God's 
glorious works in Creation speak through the senses to 
this faculty, declaring His eternal power and Godhead ; 
so that they who fear Him not, although they may 
have no other witness, are without excuse. By the same 
faculty we can know the love which God hath to us, 
in that He gave His only begotten Son to be our 
ransom — to deliver us from going down to the pit. 
And we can judge our own conduct if we refuse to 
requite Him with the love He asks from us in return. 

God will have all men to know that they have 
sinned against Him ; and that this is the cause of all 
their conscious misery. He will have all men to 
know that there is a Saviour ; and that through the 
rent veil of His flesh a way stands open for their 
return to more than all the happiness they had lost. 
This is God's gracious controversy with men. This 
is the Gospel of their salvation. And He commits 
it to the Ministry of the Evangelist. How beautiful 
are the feet of them who preach good tidings — who 
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publish salvation ! They go forth to tell every man, 
however vile, that he has a Brother in the heavens, 
who loves him^ and longs to wash out all his stains : 
and that if he perish, he perishes of his own will only, 
yea, and within sight, as it were, of the endless rest. 

Within the Church, too, the Evangelist Ministry 
has an indispensable place* God has given us an 
understanding, and He will not have it to be uncul- 
tivated and unprofitable. The Evangelist is not set 
to teach doctrine, but rather to bring forth the 
doctrine unto righteousness — to lead the people 
onward in the right way, pointing them evermore 
to the goal, which is the Kingdom. He does not 
deal with mysteries. As one of the four Cherubim, 
he is not symbolised mystically, as the other ministries 
are. He has the face of a man. He deals with our 
instincts rather than with our doctrine — with our 
reason and our behaviour rather than with our faith. 
And through the grace and fruitfulness of His minis- 
try there should be seen all that is upright and 
sensible and manly in the walk and conversation of 
God's people. 

After the understanding we are to speak of the 
affections, or what is generally named the heart. 
To this part of man's constitution belong his love and 
hatred, his cares and anxieties, his sympathies and 
sorrows. You know the ministry which is suited to 
this part of our nature, and which is given to purify 
and perfect it. It is the ministry of the Pastor. 

God has made the heart of man very sensitive. 
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It is the seat of deep and varied feeling:. What a 
history is ofttinies written there !— Poverty , care, 
and hereavenaent — doubt and perplexity, and the fear 
of coming evil — guilt and remorse and shame — the 
hidings of God's face, and the inscrutable nature of 
His dealings — all these prey upon the heart. And 
who knows not the need there is of sympathy and 
consolation and guidance — the need of an interpreter, 
one of a thousand, to make plain the ways of the Lord, 
so that patience may have its perfect work, and all 
the peaceable fruits of righteousness may grow and 
ripen and abound ! To this end the ministry of the 
Pastor is designed. His symbol in the Cherubim is 
that of the patient Ox that treadeth out the corn. It 
is a ministry of sympathy and help and sustenance. 
He who stands in it worthily must have the heart of 
the good Shepherd, Who cares for the sheep — Who 
takes the lambs in his arms and carries them in his 
bosom. The Pastor is set to receive the burdens and 
sorrows of the people ; and his gift from the Lord is 
the loving capacity to bear them. He will hear their 
felt shortcomings and sins ; but he seeks no confession 
from them that is compulsory of constrained : for he 
does not make inquisition for evil. Rather he believeth 
all things, and hopeth all things. And thus the pastoral 
ministry contributes with the others to the perfecting 
of the saints. It is given to turn the streams of 
all natural feeling into holy channels — to purify the 
desires and affections, and so to adorn and elevate the 
whole character. 



25 

As the ministry of the Evangelist is addressed 
specially to the understanding, and the ministry of the 
Pastor to the heart ; so the imagination is that part 
of man's nature to which the ministry of the Prophet 
primarily applies. The heart and the understanding 
have both been corrupted by the fall, and the imagi- 
nation has not escaped the pervading evil. So greatly 
indeed has the imagination been perverted, that we 
have well nigh come to regard it in its very consti- 
tution as evil. Not unfrequently the imagination 
itself is counted the opposite of truth. To be 
imaginative is, in common parlance, to be wanting in 
sobriety of mind. And oftentimes it is really so, but 
not necessarily. The imagination is as much the gift of 
God as are the understanding or the affections ; and it 
is a gift as much in harmony with truth, when rightly 
used, as either sound reason or right feeUng. A 
sanctified imagination is a high and holy thing. What 
must it have been in Isaiah ! We are all accountable 
for the use we make of our imagination. And the 
ministry of the Prophet is for the enlarging of its 
range, and for the enlightening and sustaining of its 
powers, by the revelation of those spiritual things 
which are akin to its nature. It is a ministry of 
light rather than of direction or guidance. The con- 
nection of the various works of God, the one with the 
other, and the mysterious truth and wisdom which 
are hidden in them all : the deep things in His holy 
word also, shut up in types and times and peoples and 
providences — all these the Spirit of God by the pro- 
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plietic ministry lays open, that they may be taken up 
in the Church and explained. It is the same with 
prophetic Visions. Through them the light of another 
world is let in upon the mind and spirit. The 
Prophet, like the Eagle, which is his type in the 
Cherubim, rises beyond the limits of human vision— 
beyond the range of human thought, and brings down 
lightning words that bear with quick and penetrating 
power upon our condition and circumstances here. 
Alas ! that the Church sliould have had cause so 
long to say, ** We see not our signs ; there is no 
more any Prophet." And alas ! that the Church 
should not say this in sorrow and self reproach — as 
she ought ! 

The will is the last of the four powers of which we 
have to speak. The will has the supremacy. It 
rules the whole man. We see every moment how 
the will directs the movements of the body. We do 
every thing as the will dictates or desires. In itself 
it is the highest part of our nature. It has a true 
likeness, after its measure, to the will of God — self- 
originating, spontaneous, independent. God is pleased 
to use mearis to persuade the will of man — to win it 
to Himself and His holy ways ; but He never forces 
it. He has respect to it as the wonderful creation of 
His own hand ; and He leaves it paramount, as He 
made it. How important, therefore, that the will, a 
thing so high in its office and its object, should be 
sanctified ! For in like proportion as it possesses 
power, when sanctified, for the blessing of the whole 



27 

man, so has it power for all evil when left corrupt 
and depraved. 

The ministry of the Apostle is that which is spe- 
cially addressed to the will. For as the will rules in 
the man, so the Apostleship, symbolised by the Lion, 
rules in the Church. The great Apostle of our 
profession is named the Lion of the trhe of Judah.* 
As the will directs and regulates the understanding, 
the heart, and the imagination, each according to its 
nature; so the Apostle directs and regulates what 
proceeds from the other ministries — the light of the 
Prophet, the oversight of the Pastor, and the judgment 
of the Evangelist: — and he brings, through these, 
into willing subjection, and into oneness of thought 
and feeling, all the powers and capacities of the 
people, whereby they are conformed to the will of 
God. Whereby also they are all knit together. The 
body, as we know, is not one member, but many ; and 
all the members have not the same office. But God, 
who knoweth them all, has ordained the means whereby 
they should be supplied and nourished according to 
their need, and should grow up together in one body, 
unto a perfect man, unto the measure of the stature 
of the ftilness of Christ^ 

Behold, then, the great grace of God in His 
Church, and how He accomplishes His purpose of 

♦ It is stated by Jewish writers that the four Standards under 
which the Tribes were arrayed in their encampment and joumey- 
ings in the wilderness, had on them the distinctive figures of the 
four Cherubims— that of Judah being the lion, and having the 
precedence.— Numb. ii. 2. 
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elevating and ennobling His people, by adapting the 
gifts of His Spirit to their character and their destiny. 
By the fourfold ministry He desires to restore to them 
the holy and high exercise of all their faculties and 
powers. He desires to perfect the saints, and prepare 
them for the Kingdom. And how can this be done 
otherwise than as He has purposed and promised 
to do it ? 

But, because you have been shewn that the four 
ministries are distinct, think not that they are separate. 
They are one ministry — the ministry of the one 
Lord, in fourfold manifestation : and so closelv are 
they allied, that no one of them is perfect without all 
the others. Each of the Cherubim has the four 
faces and the four wings ; and each in its place 
carries^ out the force and energy of all the rest. 

And again : let us beware of thinking, because 
God's gifts and ministries are so strikingly adapted to 
the constitution of man's being, that it is anything in 
this mere adaptation which gives them the power to 
accomplish God's purpose in the perfecting of the 
saints. ''What are these, my Lord?" was the 
question of the Prophet Zechariah, when he saw the 
mystery of Christ's Church and Ministries in the 
Olive Trees and the Candlestick all of gold. And 
the answer was, ''not by might, nor by power, but 
by my Spirit, saith the Lord/' And of the living 
creatures in Ezekiel's vision it is written, — that 
" whithersoever the Spirit was to go, they went." 
And as they went " the eirb of the Lobd went up 
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and down among them." And the fire of the Lord 
is the presence of the Holy Ghost. — Matt. iii. 11. 
This was their power, and this alone. Doubtless it 
is the same thing that was shewn out by the Cheru- 
bim which were placed at the East of Eden, with a 
naming sword^ which turned every way to keep the 
way of the tree of life. In like manner the minis- 
tration of the four in the Church is the ministration 
of the Spirit. It is nothing if it be not this: for 
the days of the ministry of the mere letter are long 
since gone by. — 2 Cor. iii. 

We rejoice to believe that the fulness of the 
Spirit is in Jesus our Lord as truly now as it ever 
was ; and moreover that it is in Him for His body's 
sake, which is the Church. We rejoice to believe 
that, if ye are Christ's, ^* all things are yours, whe- 
ther Paul or ApoUos or Cephas." That measure of 
grace which comes through Paul the Apostle is yours, 
as well as that measure which comes through Apollos 
the Preacher. These measures were not the same at 
the beginning: Acts viii. and xix. 1 — 6: and they 
are not the same now. But let us remember that 
they are all given only according to the faith of God's 
people. And if any refuse to ** consider the Apostle 
and High Priest of our profession," and refuse to ask 
the grace which He giveth through the Apostolic 
ministry, how can it ever be received ? Blessed be 
God, who has heard the cry of His people, and has, 
with the gifts of the Holy Ghost, restored also the 
four ministries through which His saints are to be 

-4- 
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perfected! It is a great boon. We say. nothing 
about these ministries standing between us and Christ, 
We have not so learned His way. Eather are they 
the means to bring us near to Christ 5 for *^ He dwelleth 
between the Cherubims." We look to meet with Him 
in them — coming forth to us in all His offices, full 
of grace and truth. They are His wings that over- 
shadow us ; and He speaks to us by them. The 
sound of the Cherubims' wings was heard by Ezekiel 
^' as the voice of the Almighty, the voice of speech." 
But we have seen that the four ministries — the 
four living creatures — are *^ Priests unto God," 
This is their character, whether on earth or in hea- 
ven. It is the character of all who offer sacrifices 
unto God. And they are the officiating ministry of 
the Church, which is *' an holy Priesthood." If the 
Church be the body of Christ : and if the body of 
Christ has a membership, such as St. Paul describes, 
1 Cor. xii., that membership must needs be seen 
exercising its various functions in the worship of God, 
which . is priestly, as well as in the instruction and 
edification of His people, which is ministerial. Hence 
we have Ordinances of divine service in the Church. 
And mark what St. Paul says in speaking of them ; 
^^ Verily the first "Covenant had also ordinances of 
divine service." — Heb. ix. 1. Such were always 
necessary, and are proper to both dispensations, 
** We have an altar," as St. Paul says, as well as 
they, — Heb, xiii. Our service is priestly in its cha- 
racter as well as theirs. It cannot be otherwise ; for 
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it is a service taken up and presented unto God by 
our great High Priest in the heavens. 

But some wUl say. Where do we find any ritual 
of worship spoken of or referred to in the new Tes-^ 
tament? We answer this question, as we have in 
effect akeady done, by saying that God is to be 
worshipped by His people as a body corporate, to 
which ministries and forms and seemly order neces-» 
sarily belong. They cannot be dispensed with. It 
is not as a mob, but as a Church, we appear before 
the Lord. And seeing that the Apostles desired the 
Churches not only to be of one mind, but to speak 
the same thing, why should we conclude that they did 
not teach their disciples how to pray, even as John 
Baptist had taught his disciples, although we have no 
record of the prayers of either ? Did not Jesus teach 
His disciples to pray ? The question of a written or 
a spoken form is, no doubt, a very subordinate one. 
But a written form cannot be wrong in principle, 
seeing that the Lord Himself has left us one. 

In the Epistle to Timothy, St. Paul exhorts that 
four several things be offered unto the Lord for all 
men, namely, ^^ supplications, and prayers, and inter- 
cessions, and giving of thanks." Now, there are 
both a kind and an order of service here which no 
one has the right of private judgment to set aside. 
And as there is a precise and peculiar meaning in each 
of the things to be thus offered, we cannot well see 
how Timothy could so accurately carry out the direc- 
tions of the Apostle as by giving the Churches a ritual. 
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containing the various kinds of prayers which ho 
wished to he offered. 

Those four forms of prayer we offer daily for all 
men in our Morning and Evening Worship, under the 
direction of the restored Apostleship : and surely they 
are strictly scriptural. Besides this, the entire order 
of our Morning and Evening Service is the shewing 
forth in spirit, what was shewn forth in type and 
symbol, in the daily worship of the Tabernacle of old ; 
wherein the Priests *^ served unto the example and 
shadow of heavenly things." There is the confession 
— the pouring out of the life of the flesh — answering 
to the slaying of the Lamb : the absolution, answering 
to the sprinkling of the blood : the prayer of dedi- 
cation, shewing the sacrifice as laid.upon the altar : 
the reading of holy Scripture with prophetic utterance, 
answering to the offering of the fine flour mingled 
with oil: the Psalm of praise, answering to the 
drink-offering : the prayers, as already described, 
answering to the service at the golden Altar: and 
the ministry of the Angel and Elders, answering to 
the trimming and the lighting of the Lamps in the 
Holy Place. Now, will any intelligent person venture 
to say that any part of this service is unscriptural or 
unbecoming ? If he does, which part is it ? Is it 
confession, or absolution, or praise, or prayer, or 
intercession ? Or is such a service, as a whole, to be 
regarded as going back to Judaism ? Nay verily. 
It is shewing indeed what Judaism prefigured. It is 
shewing that God's mind and purpose are one fi*om 
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the beginning, only more clearly revealed — more 
ftdly developed, by the presence of the Spirit in the 
Church. And surely such worship bears a far closer 
analogy to the good things yet to come, than to the 
things that are past. For while the law was only a 
shadow of what is still future, the Christian Church 
is the ** very image"; because she is now indwelt by 
the same Holy Spirit, who is to be her life and glory 
and joy in the ages to come. 

There is another thing, which we hope may not be 
misunderstood. We have no such thought as that 
the Lord has restored His gifts and ministries in these 
last days for our sakes only who have believed them. 
They are for the one universal Church, of which we 
form a small portion indeed. It is our cherished 
hope that the Lord is now preparing a mighty blessing 
for all our brethren, and it is our constant prayer 
that they may be made willing to receive it. At the 
same time, if God be working in the Church in the 
way we believe and declare, a solemn responsibility 
must lie upon His people, whether they will hear, or 
whether they will forbear to hear, what is declared 
concerning it. 

One word more. When the Cherubim are seen 
in the Church, we may be sure that the wheels of 
God's providence will be seen significantly over against 
them. And as there are signs now in the heavens — 
in the heavenly places — we cannot but see that there 
are also signs in the earth. And both betoken 
judgment, as well as mercy. It is the same hand 
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that is at work in the Church and in the nations. 
The Spirit that is in the living creatures is also in the 
wheels. And what see we now all around us ? Is 
not judgment begun ? And what if it be the tinae of 
trouble such as never was before upon the Earth I 
In the vision of Ezekiel, the command given to the 
man clothed in linen was this — " Go in between the 
wheels even under the Cherub, and fill thine hand 
with coals of fire from between the Cherubims, and 
scatter them over the citj'.*' Has that word been 
spoken no\f ? Is that time of trouble come ? — Blessed, 
thrice blessed, are they, who trust in the Lord then, 
and who find His name to be a strong tower ! It shall 
come to pass in that day that ^^ whosoever shall call 
upon the name of the Lord shall be delivered : for in 
Mount Zion and in Jerusalem shall be deliverance, 
as the Lord hath said, and in the remnant whom the 
Lord shall call."— Joel ii. 32. 
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THE 



TABEKNACLE AND THE VEIL. 



ExoD. XXV. 1—9. 

And the Lord spake unto Moses^ Si tying ^ Speak unto the 
children of Israel^ that they bring me an offering : of 
every man that giveth it willingly with his heart ye 
shall take my offering. And this is the offering which 
ye shall take of them ; goXd^ and silver^ and brass^ and 
bluej and purple^ and scarlet^ and f tie linen^ and goaf a 
hair J and rams skins dyed redj and badgers skinsj and 
shittim woodj oil for the lights spices for anointing oilj 
and for sweet incense^ onyx stones^ and stones to be set 
in the ephod^ and in the breastplate. And let them 
make me a sanctuary ; that I may dwell among them. 
According to all that I shew thee^ after the pattern of 
the tabernacle^ and the pattern of all the instruments 
thereof even so shall ye make it. 

The oflPerings which were required from the Children 
of Israel^ and which are here specified in detail, were 
for a very high and holy purpose — for nothing less 
than to prepare an House for the Lord — a Sanctuary 
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wherein He should dwell. It was at His own special 
desire too, and by His own express direction. It 
could not have entered into their thoughts, that He 
who had just appeared in such terrible majesty on 
Mount Sinai, where the sight of the glory of the 
Lord was like devouring fire, would seek to dwell in 
a House made with men's hands. Yet so it was. 
He said to Moses, " Let them make me a Sanctuary, 
that I may dwell among them." Moreover, ^^ the Lord 
said unto Moses, speak unto the Children of Israel that 
they bring me an offering." For of what they offered 
was the Sanctuary to he made. But, observe here, 
that the offering for this object was to be of such things 
only as the Lord prescribed ; and moreover that it was 
to be of such things only as every man gave willingly, 
with his heart. Whatever they had thus to offer, 
here was the Lord's invitation to bring it; and to 
bring it to Him : — '^ that they bring Me an offering." 
High as He was, there was a way to come to Him 
with it. Eich and great as He was. He would receive 
it at their hands, and use it for His own deep designs. 
And so the House He desired was to be built with 
free-will offerings, brought up to Him by His people, 
with their heart. 

And did God — and does God — in very deed 
dwell with men on the Earth ? We might reasonably 
suppose that, as the creatures of His hand, the sheep 
of His pasture. He would provide liberally, berth what 
is needfiil for our sustenance, and what is cohducive 
to our comfort. But, that His heart should be thus 



37 

towards us — that His delights from of old, even from 
everlasting, should be, as He has said, with the sons 
of men — that, fallen and faulty as we are. His desire 
should still be to come to us, and to take up his abode 
with us — this is a thought — this is a fact — that 
may well fill us with wonder, as well as with exultation 
and joy. 

Wonderftd as it is too, it is only in harmony with 
all we know of what God has done, and of what God 
has purposed to do. Do we not learn from His own 
holy word that the great object He has had in view^ 
in the creation of the heavens and the earth is inti- 
mately and inseparably connected with His love to 
men ? And we may well believe this, when we know 
that the Son of God has become also the Son of man. 
Fairer indeed is He, '* fairer than the children of 
men " : yet is He still one of the family on which 
God's heart is set. David said, " When I consider 
Thy heavens, the work of Thy fingers, the moon and 
the stars which Thou hast ordained ; what is man, 
that Thou art mindful of him, and the son of man, 
that Thou visitest him. For Thou hast made him 
for a little lower than the angels. Thou crownedst him 
with glory and honour, and didst set him over the 
works of Thy hands : Thou hast put all things in sub- 
jection under his feet." And St. Paul, who knew 
more than David, taking up David's words proceeds 
to say — ''Now we see not yet all things put 
under him" — under man: — ''but we see Jesus, 
Who was made a little lower than the Angels, for 
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the suffering of death " — we see Him, the first born 
among many brethren, crowned with glory and honour. 
But is this all? No. ''For it became Him for 
whom are all things, and by whom are all things, in 
bringing,'' not one — not this one only — but '' many 
SONS unto glory, to make the Captain of their salvation 
perfect through suffering." In Christ Jesus, there- 
fore, and in the glory to which He has attained, we see 
God's high purpose concerning man, and the proof — 
the pledge — that it shall all be fulfilled. 

And now, looking back upon the manner in which 
He dealt with His people in the earliest ages of the 
world, and upon the way in which He made Himself 
known to them then, we see that the same high pur- 
pose is kept in view fi-om the beginning, even as the 
same love to man flows down unceasingly through the 
whole course of time. 

In no part of God's dealings with His ancient 
people is this seen more significantly than in the con- 
struction of the Tabernacle in the wilderness, and in 
the design for which He required it to be built. 
*' Let them make me a Sanctuary, that I may dwell 
among them." For when they had made it, according 
to the pattern shewn to Moses in the Moimt, the Lord 
came, as He had said, and filled the House with His 
presence ; and there He continued to abide. We 
read " So Moses finished the work. Then a cloud 
covered the Tent of the congregation, and the glory 
of the Lord filled the Tabernacle. And Moses was 
not able to enter into the Tent of the congregation. 
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because the cloud abode thereon, and the glory of 
the Lord filled the Tabernacle. And when the cloud 
was taken up from over the Tabernacle, the Children 
of Israel went onward in all their journeys : and if 
the cloud were not taken up, then they journeyed not 
till the day that it was taken up. For the cloud of 
the Lord was upon the Tabernacle by day, and fire 
was on it by night, in the sight of all the House of 
Israel, throughout all their journeys." 

But this Tabernacle, with its ordained services, 
ordered in all things after the pattern which God 
shewed to Moses, was made to be a shadow or pattern 
*' of good things to come'' ; which were not then 
understood, but which, in his times, the Lord has 
brought to pass in the Church, or shall yet bring to 
pass in the Kingdom. — Heb. ix. 0. 

The pattern which He thus gave of fiiture and 
fuller blessing was perfect in all its parts as a pattern. 
And while the building of it served to indicate how 
material things will form part of the glory which is 
yet to be revealed, it serves still more clearly to shew 
the form which the truth must take, in order to bring 
out perfectly the great purpose of God, and to accom- 
plish His desire to dwell among His people. 

The form of the Tabernacle, and the materials of 
which it was prepared, have all their proper and 
peculiar meaning, (as, indeed, we might well suppose a 
*' pattern '' to have), and they are, therefore, all full 
ofinstriiction to us, revealed — interpreted — as they 
have been by the Holy Spirit in the Church. It is this 
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thought which gives dignity and solemnity to the many 
small details — the many minute particulars — recorded 
in the word of God, both as to the materials to be used 
in the Building, and as to its shape and dimensions 
and order. Eternal truth waa embodied in it all : and 
that truth was thus typically shewn out, in its just pro- 
portions, after a model given by the Lord Himself. 

Yet, here it is to be observed and remembered^ 
that the Tabernacle shewed forth the form of the 
truth as it should be seen in the Christian Church 
while still in a state of trial and of warfare. It was 
the Church in the wilderness. The temple, again^ 
shewed forth the form of the truth as it shall be seen 
in the Church when it has reached the land of 
promise, and is at rest. For examjde: — in the 
building of the Tabernacle, Shittim wood was the only 
kind that was used. It was the conmion wood of the 
country, which lay adjacent to the wilderness ; and 
it has been declared by the Spirit to signify our com-* 
mon mortal flesh. But in the Temple, the wood 
chiefly employed was the fragrant enduring Cedar, 
signifying the flesh of man in its immortal and incor- 
ruptible estate. It is said of the interior of the most 
Holy Place there, that '^ all was Cedar : there was 
no stone seen.'' It is true that the living stones do 
not lose their individuality in the Holiest of all. But 
in the collective glory of tl» one living Temple, na 
separate interests are sought. How should we lon^ 
for the day when we shall be thus able wholly ta 
forget ourselves and our own selfish ends ! 
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But again, we are to remember that there was 
much, both in the materials, and in the form, of the 
Tabernacle and the Temple, that was alike. And 
we shall see the force of this remark when we consider 
the meaning of each of these separately. Gold was 
used both in the Tabernacle and in the Temple : and 
gold we know to be the emblem of truth. Silver 
was used also in both, and it is the emblem of love. 
And so, truth and love are the first and most precious 
and most indispensable of the materials required for 
the building of the spiritual Tabernacle now ; even as 
they will both survive the Church's mortal condition, 
and have place in all their beauty and perfection in 
the Temple, when it is prepared for the true Solomon, 
the Prince of peace. 

Brass, which signifies strength of faith, and power 
of endurance in the Holy Ghost, belongs rather to 
this state of things — to the Tabernacle rather than to 
the Temple. And it must be so, until faith gives 
place to sight, and hope to endless fi-uition. And 
here we may remark that the pillars of the Taber- 
nacle, which were of brass, are said to have been 
filleted with silver. And so the enduring faith which 
they represent is to be adorned with the grace, and 
enriched with the comfort, of love. 

The Blue which formed part of the offerings of 
the Israelites signifies heavenly- mindedness — that 
serenity of soul which arises from habitual contem- 
plation of the open, unclouded heayen — from having 
our conversation in heaven, from whence also we look 
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for the Saviour. The Purple is royal dignity — the 
clothing of authority and rule ; and, in one view, 
common to us all in our high calling as Kings and 
Priests unto God and His Christ. The Scarlet shews 
forth the power of the hlood of Jesus to cleanse the 
conscience, and to keep it evermore void of offence. 
The fine linen, we know, is the righteousness of saints. 
It is so interpreted for us in God's own hook, and 
serves so far to shew the truth and consistency of the 
other interpretations hy the Spirit. If one thing is 
symbolical, all are so. The climbing Goat^ like the 
soaring Eagle, being a type of the Prophet, the Goat's 
hair required for the Tabernacle signifies prophetic 
utterance in the Church. The Earn which goes 
before the flock, represents the Deacon at the head of 
the congregation : and so the Earns' skins dyed red, 
used for the inner covering of the Tabernacle, shew 
forth the protective ministry of the Deacons, who, being 
also partly Evangelists, testify to the abiding eflScacy 
and continual need of the blood which cleanseth. 
" Badgers' skins " is known to be a mistranslation. 
There was no such animal in those parts. The Badger 
too was unclean, and unfit to be offered for the Lord's 
use. The skins referred to are supposed to have been 
those of a creature of the elegant Antelope tribe, and 
they have been declared to represent the diversity of 
spiritual gifts amongst the people endowed with the 
Holy Ghost. '' Oil for the light " is that teachable- 
ness of disposition which is sure to make progress in 
the knowledge of divine things ; so that the people shall 
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be able to bring up to their ministers offerings of 
truth such as they may use in their ministry to give 
light in God's House : which light, as from the unc- 
tion of the Holy Spirit, is manifested specially in the 
word of the Eldership. Of the Shittim wood we have 
already spoken. Spices for the anointing Oil and for 
the sweet Incense, will form the subject of a separate 
Lecture. And, finally. Onyx Stones are those that 
were worn by the High Priest on his shoulder — the 
place of government — the badge of rule ; and they 
represent the ministry that rules in word and doctrine 
in the Church — the Apostle or the Elder. 

Now, having touched upon the meaning of the 
various materials, which the children of Israel were 
invited to offer to the Lord, to build Him a Sanctuary 
that He might dwell among them, we proceed to 
gather something more, in illustration of the same 
truth, from the words of David in the 68th Psalm. 
We see there that God's purpose respecting the Chris- 
tian Church is still kept prominently in view. It 
breaks forth in the voice of prophecy and of praise. 
Beholding in Spirit the vision of things still future, 
David says, '^ Thou hast ascended on high. Thou hast 
led captivity captive. Thou hast received gifts for 
men, even for the rebellious, that the Lord God might 
dwell among them." It is still the same gracious 
purpose — that the Lord God might dwell amongst 
His people : but seen now in a further stage of 
advancement, after the Lord has ascended up on high . 
It is described, therefore, with new force and ftdness. 
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And so, when the time had come, and our blessed 
Lord had done His work in the world, and ascended 
to the right hand of the Father, St. Paul wrote, as a 
narrative, the same things that David had uttered as 
a prophecy. '* He ascended on high, He led cap- 
tivity captive, and gave gifts unto men." Again: 
'^ He that descended is the same also that ascended 
up far above all heavens, that He might fill all 
things"— or, as it is in the margm, '* that He might 
fidfil] all things" — even all that had been promised 
from of old. He gave gifts unto men, that the Lord 
God might dwell among them — that the Holy Ghost 
might dwell not with them merely, but in them. 
Before then the Holy Ghost was not given, because 
Jesus was not glorified. But now being by the right 
hand of God exalted, and having received the promise 
of the Father — even the Holy Ghost — He shed it 
down in all its ftilness on the Church. And in this 
form it came : — " He gave gifts unto men." '* He 
gave some Apostles, and some Prophets^, and some 
Evangelists, and some Pastors and Teachers, for the 
perfecting of the Saints, for the work of the ministry, 
for the edifying of the body. of Christ" : or, to change 
the figure, that His people "might be builded together 
for an habitation of God through the Spirit": that is, 
that the Lord God might dwell among them. The 
Church is the true Tabernacle here, which the Lord 
hath pitched, and not man: and He has said of it, 
" This is my rest for ever ; here will I dwell, for I 
have desired it." As we have just said, God does not 
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dwell with us only^ but in us. And be it remem- 
bered that what is spoken concerning the indwelling 
of the Holy Ghost, is true in a sense respectmg the 
Father and the Son : for God is one. In the dis- 
course in which Jesus spoke at length of the coming 
of the Holy Ghost, He said, *' If a man love me, he 
will keep My words, and My Father will love him, 
and We will come unto him, and make Our abode 
with him." Again then we say. His purpose is one 
from the beginning. His love to His people changeth 
not. His word liveth and abideth for ever ; only 
opening up, as ages advance, into larger dimensions 
and fiiUer and richer signification. 

We do not at present enter upon the consideration 
of the form of the Tabernacle, or the nature and 
order of its services. We confine ourselves to the 
meaning of the offerings which were required for its 
construction. But, having been taught from the 
pattern of the Tabernacle what the Church in this 
dispensation should be, we may well look with sorrow 
on its present broken and divided condition, knowing 
what we and our fathers must have been losing 
thereby. And yet we are called, for the same reason, 
to look upon the Church with hope. For as God's 
purpose changeth not — as His love is the same as at 
the beginning — we may be sure that it is in His heart 
to repair the desolations we deplore, and to cause His 
presence to be known, and His power and glory to be 
seen, as heretofore, in the Sanctuary. But He still 
needs offerings from His people for this end. He 



46 



can do nothing without these. His people too must 
be at one with Him in the object He has in view. 
They must seek the building again of the Tabernacle 
which is &llen down ; and offer themselves and their 
gifts willingly, to accomplish it. The Lord hass hewn 
us the kind of offerings He requires. Truth and 
love, and enduring faith, and heavenly mindedness, 
and confidence through the blood of sprinkling, and 
teachableness of heart — these, with all other graces, 
and all spiritual gifts, wherewith he has endowed the 
Church through the indwelling of the Holy Ghost — 
all these He expects to find in you, as in all his people ; 
and He invites you to bring them as offerings, not for 
your individual salvation, but for the building up of 
His House wherein He desires to dwell. His true love 
to you asks this response fi'om you. How small 
soever you may think any offerings of yours can be, 
if they be only genuine, and be brought willingly, with 
the heart, the Lord will accept them — yea. He longs 
to receive them. Gold and Silver, no doubt, are 
still needed for Gdd's service : and even such material 
things are changed into spiritual offerings, when given 
fi-eely and from the heart. Whatever good gift you 
have, temporal or spiritual, comes indeed from His 
hand. Yet is it your own, for He has made it yours ; 
so that you may have something to bring to Him in 
return for all that He has done for you : He wishes 
you to feel that you have. And when He asks you 
to bring it to Him, be assured that it will not be lost 
to you. It will rather be preserved. It will be laid 
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up in the *' everlasting habitations/' It is part of 
yourself; and you and it together shall be built up in 
God's House^ which He calls His rest, and wherein 
He will dwell for ever. 

We proceed now to another part of our subject. 
In the 27th Chapter of St. Matthew's Gospel we read, 
that, when Jesus yielded up the ghost, and died, 
" behold the veil of the Temple was rent in twain, 
from the top to the bottom." We read also in the 
Epistle to the Hebrews, that there was then a way 
opened into the Most Holy place — a way '* consecrated 
for us, through the veil, that is to say. His flesh.'' 
From which words, taken together, we learn that the 
veil of the Temple was an emblem of the flesh of Jesus 
whfle He was in the world, before it was rent in twain 
by death. The flesh which He wore separated Him 
from the glory which He had had with the Father 
before the world was; and also from the Holy of 
Holies, into which He has since entered. 

Of what, then, was the veil of the Temple com- 
posed, which thus typified the flesh of Jesus ? It was 
of blue, and purple, and scarlet, and fine twined linen, 
with Cherubim wrought, or raised thereon. In all 
respects it was the same as the veil which separated the 
Holy from the Most Holy Place, in the Tabernacle 
reared by Moses. And as it was the type of the 
consecrated flesh of Jesus, wherein dwelt the fulness 
of all grace and truth, so is it also the emblem of our 
flesh — that is, of our bodies, when sanctified and 
devoted to God's service in the world. For the flesh 
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of Jesus was tbe same as ours : His human nature was 
one with ours — one and indivisible. In our present 
condition, the bodies we wear, however they may be 
presented as living sacrifices holy and acceptable unto 
God, are still the veil which separates between us and 
the HoHest of all. In other words, the present con- 
dition of the Church is not that which enters into the 
Eingdom. For flesh and blood cannot inherit the 
Kingdom of God. The veil must first be rent : the 
flesh must give way: and we must be clothed upon 
with our house which is firom heaven. 

Nevertheless, what we have to learn and know, 
is, that there is holy and acceptable service to be 
done in the body now. As we have seen, the veil 
which separated between the Holy and Most Holy 
Place, both in the Tabernacle and in the Temple, was 
of blue, and purple, and scarlet, and fine linen, with 
Cherubim wrought thereon. And that is the view 
of our redeemed nature, as it appears in the Church 
of the living God. It is the aspect assumed by our 
humanity, when washed and justified and sanctified, in 
the name of the Lord Jesus, and by the Spirit of 
our God. The varied grace of the colours, as 
already described, shines forth in them who are renewed 
afl;er the image of Him that created them : the blue, 
which is heavenly-mindedness— the purple, which is 
royal dignity — the scarlet, which is blood-cleansing 
sanctity — and the fine linen, which is the righteous- 
ness of the Saints. And then, the Cherubim which 
were wrought on the veil, or, as it is in the margin. 
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which *' ascended" therefrom — they shew forth the 
ministries, with the spiritual gifts and endowments, 
which should be seen in the Church — which rise out 
of the Church, when in its right condition here. 

Again. The Cherubim wrought on the veil of 
the Tabernacle and the Temple, were the image of the 
golden Cherubim wWiin the veil, overshadowing the 
Mercy Seat ; where the glory of the Shekinah ap- 
peared. And this is another proof to us, among 
many, that the Church here is designed to be the 
very image of that which is above, although the flesh 
in which we dwell still veils from our eyes the vision of 
the heavenly state. On one side, the Church is 
already open, so to speak, towards the heavenlies: 
for by faith we look inwards — yea, we enter into the 
Holiest of all, whither our forerunner has for us entered. 
The other aspect of the Church looks outwards, to 
make known by her character and her ministration 
the name and the salvation of her glorious Lord. 

These two things, therefore, we are to keep in 
view continually — first, that although we are still in 
the body, our calling is a heavenly calling — we are 
citizens of a heavenly city, on whose outer borders we 
stand already. Our life — our proper hfe — that which 
shall never die — we have from heaven. Its source 
is there — its perennial spring is in Christ our Lord ; 
so that when He who is our life shall appear, then shall 
we also appear with Him in glory. The heavenly 
glory is only a question of time and of degree. Then 
again, the bread we eat is the bread that cometh down 
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from heaven — the cup we drink is the wine of the 
Kingdom. Our communion now is with the Father 
and with the Son. The Spirit in the living Creatures 
which ascend from upon the veil, is the Spirit of the 
Father and of the Son : and the Cherubim in the 
Church below, as we have seen, are in the image, and 
of the order, of them that are above. All these 
things pertain to a heavenly state, and shew the 
reality of our heavenly calling. The veil of the 
Temple, therefore, had an aspect inwards, towards the 
Holiest, as well as outwards, towards the world. 

In the second place, if our calling be a heavenly 
calling, it is a heavenly calling upon the Earth, and 
it is to be seen in its heavenly colours there. The 
blue and purple and scarlet and fine twined linen — 
all the graces which are wrought in the heart and in 
the life of God's people — are to be manifested here : 
together with the spiritual gifts and ministries which 
are connected therewith in the organisation and order 
of the Christian Church. And thus are we to be 
unto our God a royal priesthood, an holy nation, a 
peculiar people, if we would shew forth worthily His 
truth and His praises in the world. Whatever we may 
have been taught of the purpose of God in the Church, 
we can shew it forth worthily only by the beauties of 
hoUness, which were symbolised by the blue and purple 
and scarlet and fine linen. It was on that sacred 
ground the Cherubim were wrought. It was out 
from amongst those fair colours they ascended. What 
a call then is this for us to be a holy people, if we 
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would succeed in making known the ways of the Lord ! 
What a call for us to be what we know — to shew 
forth in our life, what we teach in our ministry 

There were two veils or curtains in the Tahernacle 
— the one which overhung the entrance from the 
outer court, and the other, Uke as in the Temple, 
which separated between the Holy and the Most Holy 
Place. Both veils were of blue and purple and scarlet 
and fine twined linen : but on the outer veil no Che- 
rubim were seen, as there were on the inner. The 
aspect of the Church, accordingly, is different so far, 
towards them that are within, and them that are 
without. But the colours of the two veils being the 
same, whatever other difference there may be, there 
is none in this, namely, that holiness to the Lord is 
to be exhibited to all alike — whether to believers or 
to unbelievers. The grace — the sanctity — is to be 
seen by all ; although the mystery of the Cherubim 
on the inner veil, and the things that are brought 
out by their ministry, are for believers alone. 

And here we may just mention, what you know 
already, tliat between the outer court of the Taber- 
nacle and the Holy Place there were five pillars, 
which were overhung by the first veil:'^ denoting that 
EvangeUst order of ministry, through which all they 
pass who are admitted into the Sanctuary. That 
ministry is to attract and to instruct those who are 
enquiring after the ways of the Lord, and seeking 

* " Him that overcometh will I make a puJjAr in the Temple 
of my God." — Eev. iii. 12. 
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admission into His House. But, let us remember, 
that the hanging of the veil must be seen beside the 
pillars — the holy aspect of the Church must be 
coupled with their ministry, that their testimony may 
be confirmed thereby, and so that their labour may 
not be in vain in the Lord. 

You know also that where the inner veil of the 
Tabernacle hung, four pillars stood — between the 
Holy and the Most Holy Place. And as the ministry 
of the five is to prepare men for entering into the 
Holy Place — that is, the Church on Earth — so, the 
ministry of the four is to prepare the Church for 
passing through into the Holiest of all. The four 
orders are given expressly for the perfecting of the 
Saints ; and how else can they be perfected and pre- 
pared for the glory that is so near ? The true value 
of this fourfold ministry we are now called to mani- 
fest, in the holy life and heavenly character which it 
produces in us, together with the goodly order — the 
comely array, in which it forms us, after the order 
of the Sanctuary. The place we occupy is close to 
the Holiest of all — even as the inner veil was — and 
the very colours which meet our eye here, must 
reprove us continually, if we are not gathering upon 
ourselves the beauties of holiness, which they are 
given to represent. 

In conclusion. We advert again to the building 
of the Tabernacle. And we see that it was Moses 
whom the Lord commanded to speak unto the Chil- 
dren of Israel that they should bring Him an offering 



53 



for the building. Now Moses was a type of the 
Apostleship. And in these days, the Lord having 
given again Apostles to the Church, they have 
spoken the same word to the spiritual Israel through- 
out all the nations of Christendom, calling upon them 
to bring their offerings to the Lord, that His House 
may be built, and His service ordered therein, accord- 
ing to His own pattern, Alas ! that the response 
hitherto should be so scant and unworthy ! Alas ! 
that with some it should be now so much like what it 
was in the days of Haggai the Prophet — ** This peo- 
ple say. The time is not come — the time that the 
Lord's House should be built/* Well might he 
answer, '* Is it time for you, ye, to dwell in your 
ceiled houses,, and this House lie waste ? Now, 
therefore, thus saith the Lord, consider your ways." 
'* Go up to the mountain, and bring wood, and build 
the House ; and I will take pleasure in it, and I will 
be glorified, saith the Lord." 

Others again, seeing that the flock of Christ has 
been scattered and divided so long — that the deso- 
lations of the Lord's House have continued for so 
many generations — have come to think that the Lord 
intended it so to be. They overlook all that He 
Himself has said to the contrary. And so they con- 
sider the idea of the Church being seen again on the 
Earth after the true pattern given us in God's word 
as a thing utterly hopeless, and therefore not to be 
sought after, or cared for. No wonder that the ex- 
tent of their aim is to be saved, like Paul's company, 
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some on boards^ and some on broken pieces of the 
ship. They see not the hope set before us, the ark of 
Christ's Church outriding the last storm — surviving 
the last deluge. From all that the Lord has said in 
His holy word, it is clearly as much according to His 
mind to restore the Church when she has lapsed into 
disorder and decay, as it was to plant her wholly a 
right vine at the beginning. The ruin is not His 
work, but the remedy is. Only let the Church feel 
and acknowledge the evil as she ought — her contra- 
vention of His will, and her dishonour of His name — 
and let her listen to His voice, and learn His ways, 
and He will surely build her up, and cause her to 
sing again, as in the days of her youth. 

But some response there has been. Some there 
are who have listened to the word of the Lord by His 
servants, the Apostles, and have believed and obeyed 
it. And such things as they have, they have offered 
to the Lord; and they and their gifts are being 
builded together manifestly for an habitation of God 
through the Spirit. It is the sign — the sign among 
many signs — of an eventful day, if men would but 
see it. Can they suppose it an unlikely — an un scrip- 
tural thing that the Spirit of the Lord should lift up 
a standard for His people in a day like this ? Is it 
not promised by Him who cannot lie ? 

Unworthy and unprofitable though we be, God 
has assuredly taught us what His purpose is, and 
given us to believe His abiding love and unchanging 
faithfiilness : and so He is able to work by us, in some 
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measure, in bringing out the order of His Church 
after the form which He designed and typified from 
of old. In this work we seek to be more and more 
of one mind with Him; and we are looking and 
longing for its progress and extension among all our 
brethren everywhere. 

But while we are thus exercised, what if there 
shall break upon our view, suddenly and soon, the 
outlines of the glorified Church, with attendant Cheru- 
bim and Seraphim ascending out of the veil — rising 
from amongst the Saints, clothed upon now from 
heaven — with the Chariots of God which are twenty 
thousand, even thousands of Angels, the Lord Himself 
being among them, ** as in Sinai, and as in the 
Holy Place" — which were but foreshewings of the 
glory to come ! 

Sooner or later this is the end we look for — the 
consummation for which we wait. Sooner or later it 
shall be seen ; for God*s word is true, and His purpose 
abides unchanged — unchangeable. *^And I heard 
a great voice out of heaven saying. Behold the Taber- 
nacle of God is with men, and He will dwell with 
them, and they shall be His people, and God Himself 
shall be with them, and be their God," 
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THE HOLY ANOINTING OIL 



AND 



THE SWEET INCENSE. 



ExoD XXX. 22—25. 

Moreover the Lord spake unto Moses^ saying, Take thou 
also unto thee principal spices^ of pure myrrh jive 
hundred shekels^ and of sweet cinnamon half so rauch^ 
even two hundred and fifty shekels^ and of sweet cala- 
mus two hundred and fifty shekels^ and of cassia five 
hundred shekels^ after the shekel of the sanctuary^ and 
of oil olive an hin : and thou shalt mdke it an oil of 
holy ointment^ an ointment compound after the art of 
the apothecary : it shall he an holy anointing oil, 

ExoD. XXX. 31—36. 

And the Lord said unto Moses^ Take unto thee sweet 
spices^ stacte^ and onycha^ and gdlhanum ; these sweet 
spices with pure frankincense : of each shall there he a 
like weight : aad thou shalt make it a perfum^e^ a con- 
fection after the art of the apothecary^ tempered together^ 
pare and holy : and thou shalt heat some of it very 
small^ and put of it hefore the testimony in the taher- 
nacle of the congregation^ where I will meet with thee : 
it shall he unto you most hjoly. 
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Our blessed Lord, in His last prayer with His disci- 
ples, said, **This is life eternal, to know Thee, the 
only true God, and Jesus Christ whom Thou hast 
sent." Now, in seekins: to understand these words, 
it is scarcely necessary to say, that the life eternal of 
which He spake is not simply a life that is to endure 
for ever. In its own nature it is a life inestimably 
precious : and its paramount excellence, even irres- 
pective of its everlasting duration, is the great thing 
for us to know, and to prize. Furthermore, we see 
at once from these words of our Lord, that the nature 
— the excellence of the life eternal, can be known 
only by knowing the source from whence it flows — 
by knowing the only true God, and Jesus Christ 
Whom He hath sent. 

And here let us remark how low that style of 
religion must be, which confines itself chiefly to mak- 
ing out our personal interest — our personal safety, 
in Christ. Alas ! that this is so common among the 
people of the Lord ! What was said of Ephraim of 
old is true of very many now — ** Ephraim is an 
unwise son : he should not stay long at the place of 
the breaking forth of Children." Not only does he 
not rise up into the life of God, so as to know its 
freedom, its strength, and its joy, but he is in danger 
of quenching the life itself by abiding unwisely at the 
place where it only begins — laying again and again 
the foundation of repentance fr'^m dead works, and of 
faith towards God. — Heb. vi. 1. 

**Thi8 is life eternal, to know Thee, the only 
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true God, and Jesus Christ whom Thou hast sent." 
Ohserve what it is that this life consists in knowing. 
It is not ourselves ; nor ahout ourselves. It is 
not a creed however sound, or doctrine however true. 
It is the only true God, and Jesus Christ Whom 
He hath sent. And because we are men, and not 
God, He is pleased to make Himself known to us in a 
way suited to the comprehension and capacities of our 
nature. All that He has ever shewn us, in the Gar- 
den of Eden ; in the days of the Patriarchs ; at the 
Red Sea ; in the wilderness ; by the word of the 
Prophets ; by the life and death and resurrection of 
Jesus ; and by the teaching of the Church in all ages 
— all is shewn us, mainly, to lead us into the know- 
ledge of the only true God, and Jesus Christ Whom 
He hath sent. But, more than all, we must ourselves 
be partakers of the life of God in Christ, in order to 
know it as the life eternal. 

Let us keep this in mind while we are considering 
the meaning of the directions given to Moses for the 
composition and the use of the holy anointing Oil, of 
which we have just read in this chapter of Exodus. 
How little did the Jews understand the purpose God 
had in view in giving these directions, and many others 
of a like kind. Their^s was a service of simple 
obedience. God had shewn Himself to bo their God : 
and it was enough for them to hear His word, and to 
obey it, how little soever they could enter into its 
meaning. That the construction of the Tabernacle, 
and all the prescribed observances of the Law, had a 
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meaning — a solemn and most significant meaning, 
they need have had no doubt. For they knew that 
it was the very same word which had set and sustained 
the stars in their courses, that had appointed the 
minutest forms and furnishing of the Tabernacle, and 
the precise and punctilious order of all its services. 

But, are we to suppose that in all that long legal 
dispensation, with its multiform types and ceremonies, 
there was none to understand its true meaning, or to 
appreciate its real worth ? We must not think so. 
To say nothing of the Angels, who desire to look into 
these things : (and we remember that the Law was 
given by the disposition of Angels) — to say notliing of 
them^ we know that He who appointed the Jewish 
ritual, understood its purpose, and had pleasure in its 
observance. The Father saw in it the imaged work 
of the Son; wherein He had, and evermore has, 
ineffable joy : and the Son saw in it the destined and 
sure accomplishment of the Father's good pleasure, 
and the glory which should redound to Him in the 
Church throughout all ages, world without end. 

For us to know the purpose and the end of the 
Law, therefore, is one way in which we are to know 
the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom He hath 
sent. God's mind is revealed in it. The form, so to 
speak, of the life eternal is manifested in it. When 
Jesus walked with the two disciples to Emmaus, we 
read that, beginning at Moses, He expounded to them 
in all the then scriptures, ^* the things concerning 
Himself.*' He shewed them in the glass of the Law, 
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the glory of the Lord. That so, by the knowledge of 
Him, they might grow up into the life eternal which 
He had given them. 

Again : Jesus Himself, while sojourning here, 
knew God, and so had eternal life. In Him this life 
was manifested, as St. John says, *^ And we have 
seen it, and bear witness, and shew unto you that 
eternal life which was with the Father, and was mani- 
fested unto us. That which we have seen and heard 
declare we unto you, that ye also may have fellowship 
with us : and truly our fellowship is with the Father, 
and with His Son Jesus Christ." And so it is true 
that the eternal life which was with the Father, and 
was manifested in the Son, and is given to all God's 
children, is a life which is to be possessed and mani- 
fested HERE, and which is to be regarded mainly for 
its unspeakable excellence, and not merely for its 
everlasting duration. 

We have seen that the Tabernacle of witness 
which Moses was directed to raise, with all its ordi- 
nances, was a ** shadow " of the heavenly things, even 
as the Christian Church ought to be the *^ very 
image " of the heavenly things. And we read that 
the holy Oil: which Moses was directed to prepare, was 
for the anointing of the Tabernacle and all that it 
contained. The same holy Oil was to anoint Aaron 
and his sons, to consecrate them for the Priest's 
office : and no acceptable service could be performed 
without this anointing. — Exod. xxx, 26 — 30. 

Here then, in this holy Oil which sanctified the 
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Tabernacle, its furniture, and its ministers, we may 
expect to learn something of the nature — something 
of the character — of that life eternal which Christ 
has given us ; in virtue of which we are called to God's 
service, and without which we are unable to serve 
Him at all. 

Our merciful and faithful High Priest, Jesus 
Christ, who was taken from among men, that He 
might have compassion on the ignorant and on them 
that are out of the way — He was anointed of God 
with the holy Oil, of which the ointment poured on 
Aaron's head was a type. We read that He was 
anointed with the Holy Ghost and with power. The 
Spirit of the Lord was in Him, and upon Him, from 
the beginning of His life here to its close ; whereby in 
the weakness of our mortal flesh He served God most 
perfectly, and breathed forth at all times the very 
mind, and manifested the very life, of God. And 
it is the same Spirit which dwelt and dwells in Him 
with which the whole Church and its ministries are 
anointed, even as it was the same holy Oil that was 
poured upon the High Priest, and upon every thing 
connected with the Tabernacle. We have thus the 
Spirit of the Lord to fit us for His service. We have 
an unction from the Holy One, whereby we are to 
know all things — whereby, especially, we are to know 
the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom He hath 
sent, as indeed life eternal. 

What then is the composition of this unction fi'om 
the Holy one ? What are its sacred and precious 
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ingredients? We leani this from the type — from 
the compound prepared by Moses. The ingredients 
shew forth the mingled and gracious attributes of that 
Ufe which Christ manifested in the Earth, and which 
we, having the same unction, are to manifest in like 
manner here. 

In the anointing oil prepared by Moses, the first 
ingredient named is a full measure — 500 shekels — 
of pure myrrh. Now God has revealed to us by 
His Spirit that myrrh is an emblem of sorrow — pure 
myrrh, of pure godly sorrow. The sorrow which 
springs from personal and private affliction is, doubt- 
less, included in it. That belongs to our condition 
here, even as it belonged to Christ's ; and it may all 
be borne after a godly sort. But the sorrow of which 
the pure myrrh was the emblem has a wider range 
than that which is merely private or personal. Christ's 
sufferings and sorrow arose chiefly from the ruin that 
sin had wrought in the Earth, and from the dishonour 
that was done everywhere to His Father's name. And 
the anointing we have received, is to bring us into the 
fellowship of sufferings of this hallowed kind. While 
His heart was breaking for the longing which it had 
to see God's commandments observed in the world, 
He saw them only despised and set at nought. He 
saw His wondrous love rejected — His power and 
authority defied. His soul was wearied with it daily. 
In a world like this, wherever the life eternal is mani- 
fested, there keen suffering and sorrow must be felt. 
Do we know this in our experience ? Has the life 
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of Christ in us vitality enough to cause us to mourn 
over the condition of the world? Do we hear the 
griefs and carry the sorrows of our brethren ? Are 
we weighed down with a sense of the dishonour done 
to God, and of the ruin which multitudes around us 
are bringing upon themselves ? This is to have the 
mind of Christ : this is to have fellowship in the 
sufferings of Christ, It was because perfect pity 
was in the heart of the Father — because it was part 
of the life eternal which was with the Father — that 
Jesus Christ whom He hath sent manifested such 
matchless pity in the world. And now, through the 
anointing which we have received, this mind should 
be in us which was also in Him. 

The next things named in the Composition of the 
holy Oil are, a half measure of sweet Cinnamon, and 
the same of sweet Calamus — that is, 250 shekels of 
each. The Cinnamon we have been taught is an 
emblem of the rebuke of evil, and the sweet Calamus 
of forbearance and long suffering towards the evil doer. 
In this part of the Compound we see other features 
of the divine character — other attributes of the Jife 
eternal, God hateth sin with a perfiBct hatred. He 
knows it to bo the one only evil in the universe, 
deserving not only of reprobation, but of judgment 
without mixture and without end. He has reproved 
it — he has punished it, in the world. The misery — 
the curse that rests upon it still — shews His fearful 
controversy with sin, and His withering rebuke of it. 
Nevertheless, His forbearance is as manifest as His 
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rebuke. How marvellous is His long suffering, with 
provocation so continual and so great ! He Las long, 
long patience, if haply He can only win men to 
repentance, and persuade them to forsake their own 
mercies no more. 

And herein again was the life of God manifested 
by Christ Jesus in the world. He suffered and died, 
to shew the cruel evil of sin. And yet He suffered 
and died that the sinner might not die. Behold there 
the goodness and severity of God. The condemnation 
of sin was written in letters of fire in the Cross and 
passion of our Saviour Christ: while love divine — 
goodness and long suffering and forbearance, were 
seen there, as they were never seen before, and never 
can be seen again. 

Now, if we have fellowship with the Father and 
with the Son, we also should hate sin with a perfect 
hatred, and set our face against it wherever it is 
found. They are fools who make a mock at sin — 
who trifle with it in any way, or who suffer it to be 
trifled with wherever they can prevent it. In our 
families it is our duty to rebuke evil. If we have the 
mind of God and of Christ, we will not suffer it to 
remain amongst us, but seek to root it out, and put it 
away at any cost. But we must remember that 
rebuke alone will not put it away. The measure of 
rebuke administered must be combined with an equal 
measure of long suffering and forbearance. In our 
reproofs there nmst be as much of the sweet Calamus 
as of the biting Cinnamon. Doing our duty in this 
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thing to others is to cost us something, as well as 
them. Self denial is needed, or, at the least, self 
control. Unrestrained rebuke is sin. And, alas ! 
there is no infirmity more common than to give way 
to evil tempers ourselves, when we have occasion to 
reprove evil conduct in others. There is no greater 
mistake than to suppose that rebuke, unsoftened by 
long suffering and forbearance, can be profitable in 
any way. It must be hurtful to ourselves : it cannot 
be helpful to those we are seeking to correct. The 
word of rebuke must come from a heart of love, and 
be uttered in tones of mingled sorrow and affection — 
almost of respect — else it will not be felt as that 
excellent Oil which shall not break the head. The 
human heart, in either man or child, opens to the 
voice of considerate love alone. Let us think how 
God speaks to us ; and learn to speak in like manner 
to others. 

The next ingredient in the holy anointing Oil was 
a full measure of Cassia, 500 shekels; which has 
been said to represent the righteousness of heart and 
life to which we all are called. The righteous Lord 
loveth righteousness; and His eyes behold the up- 
right. No measure of faith in God — no amount of 
devout attention to His service in the Sanctuary, can 
compensate for any breach of moral integrity. We 
need cultivate a conscience void of offence. We need 
study to be scrupulously just. The golden rule of 
doing to others as we would they should do to us, 
must be put into constant exercise: for we are naturally 
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selfish, and need to be freed from that dimness of 
moral perception which our natural selfishness will 
assuredly produce, A selfish man will find it hard 
to be a righteous man His judgment is so swayed, 
that he must seek his own advantage unduly, even 
though he may not mean it. God is the just judge : 
He looketh upon the heart. And as a man thinketh 
in his heart, so is he : and so are his actions in God's 
sight. Therefore do we need that holy anointing 
Oil, in which a ftill measure of righteousness is found, 
that we may be all righteous within. Behold the 
perfect pattern of this character in the Lord's Anointed 
— in the perfect man Christ Jesus ! As one of our 
femily, it became Him to fulfil all righteousness here : 
and in every point He magnified the Law of God, 
and made it honourable. He paid the fiiU measure 
of obedience to His Father's will. And righteousness 
was the girdle of His loins, and faithfulness the girdle 
of His reins. And why have we been joined to Him, 
and anointed with the same Holy Spirit, if it be not 
that we should walk in righteousness before God and 
men, even as He walked in the world ? 

*^ Of Oil Olive an hin,*' is the last ingredient 
named in the Compound prepared by Moses. This is 
the Oil of gladness — the Oil which '^ maketh man's 
face to shine." It is the joy of the Lord, which is 
our strength. And this joy is quite compatible here 
with all the sorrow we have spoken of. They are 
attributes alike of the life we have from God. ^' As 
sorrowfiil, yet always rejoicing." It was when per- 
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secution was raging fiercely that we find these words 
written in the Acts of the Apostles, *^ And the dis- 
ciples were filled with joy and with the Holy Ghost." 
Were we living up to our calling, surely the joy of the 
Lord would often shine in our countenance, so as to 
bespeak both its origin and its excellence. In Stephen 
once it shone quite through ; " and they saw his face 
as it had been the face of an angel." 

Such, then, is the composition of the holy anoint- 
ing Oil — such is the mingled and blessed character 
of the unction we have received from the Holy One. 
It was poured at first, as we know, in its immeasurable 
fiilness, on the head of Jesus, our great High Priest 
in the heavens ; and it flowed, and floweth still, down 
to the skirts of His garments. His very name is thus 
as '^ointment poured forth"; and all we who have 
been baptised into His name are called, as His wit- 
nesses, to give forth the savour of it in our spirit and 
our conversation continually. In the Church and in 
the family — in every relation of life in which we stand 
— in every oflSce which we occupy — there is grace 
provided for us according to the measure of the gift of 
Christ. The unction is over all. And every ordi- 
nance has been restored — every channel opened anew 
— through which that grace is designed to flow. God 
has given us not baptism only, but the laying on of 
Apostles' hands, that the full measure of the anointing 
may be ours. It is the fulfilment of His own word. 
What more could the Lord do for us that He has not 
done ? And now He waits to see the fruits of all 
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this culture and care. Let this arouse us to faith in 
our calling as the anointed of the Lord. If we lose 
faith in our calling, how can we walk worthily of it ? 
If we lose faith in the anointing, how can the savour 
of it appear ? how can the fruits of it be found ? 

Furthermore; let us bear in mind particularly 
that it was as OUR High Priest the holy anointing Oil 
was poured upon the head of Jesus. It is in virtue 
thereof that we, the members of His mystical body, 
partaking of the same holy unction, do partake also 
of the priestly character and calling. It is thus we 
are exalted to the dignity and joy of worshipping in 
His House as Priests of God and of Christ. How 
holy, then — how heavenly, must the service be in 
which we are permitted to engage ! It is the priestly 
character of it which brings us so near to God — and 
which joins our offerings here so truly to what is being 
offered in heaven. We present nothing in our own 
name, or as having any merit at our own hands. All 
our sacrifices of praise and thanksgiving we offer in 
His name, who stands and ministers at the Golden 
Altar above. As it is one anointing there and here 
which fits us for the service ; so is it one offering 
there and here which makes the service itself accep- 
table to God. 

And this leads us to consider what is meant by 
the other sacred compound which is described in the 
same Book of Exod. xxx. 34 — 36. We read there, 
'^ And the Lord said unto Moses, take unto thee sweet 
spices, stacte, and onycha, and galbanum; these 
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sweet spices^ with pure frankincense : of each there 
shall he a like weight, and thou shalt make it a per- 
fume, a confection after the art of the apothecary, 
tempered together, pure and holy. And thou shalt 
beat some of it very small, and put of it before the 
testimony in the Tabernacle of the Congregation, 
where I will meet with thee : it shall be unto you 
most holy." 

In other parts of the Books of Moses we learn 
that it was this holy compound which was burnt as 
Incense on the Golden Altar, the smoke of which 
ascended as a sweet perfume in the Sanctuary of the 
Lord. — Exod. xxxvii. 29. There was, therefore, 
this difference between the holy anointing Oil, and 
the Compound of sweet spices for the Incense, that the 
first represented what God bestowed upon men ; the 
second, what men offered unto God. The first shewed 
forth the unction from the Holy One whereby alone 
we are fitted to enter into the spirituality of God's 
service : the second shewed forth the spiritual nature 
— the divine excellence of the service itself. 

It is written in the Book of Malachi, ^' In every 
place Incense shall be offered unto my name, and a 
pure offering — saith the Lord of hosts." This '^pure 
offering," as we have seen, can be no other than the 
memorial of Christ^s sacrifice on the Cross — that 
memorial wherebv, while we shew forth the Lord's 
death, we present an offering of praise and thanks- 
giving most pleasing and acceptable unto God. And 
we see that the offering of Incense is joined with it. 
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What the " pure offering " is we know. What the 
Incense symbolises we are now to consider. It is the 
symbol of Intercession offered in the name of Jesus : 
and it shews forth the sweet savour of His merits 
perfuming the act of intercession in the Church. 
And, observe, this is to accompany, or proceed from, 
the celebration of the Holy Eucharist : for the Incense 
and the pure offering are joined together by the 
word of the Lord. What we present in the Holy 
Eucharist is not our own : what we offer in the Inter- 
cession is not our own. And yet these are our acts 
of worship. We are identified with them, as members 
of the bodv of Christ. But it is in Him that all 
the virtue resides : to Him the unspeakable merits 
belong, through which our worship is acceptable, and 
is accepted of God. Those unspeakable merits, like 
the Compound of sweet spices, are of mimgled and 
various excellence. They are represented by the 
stacte, the onycha, the galbanum, and the pure 
frankincense — these four sweet spices, an equal 
weight, a perfect measure, of each. 

Stacte is a gum formed of the droppings of the 
myrrh tree : different, therefore, so far, from the 
common myrrh, which flows from cuttings made in 
the bark. Stacte is the emblem of the spontaneous 
outflow of sorrow for the sin and misery of others : 
while myrrh conveys the idea rather of that sorrow 
which comes from personal participation in the suffer- 
ing: from being stricken, and smitten, and afflicted. 
Stacte shews the grief which is wholly disinterested. 
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gracious, and free. It is the pure sympathy of Jesus, 
our compassionate High Priest, now that He is in the 
heavens. It drops upon us still, though His own 
suffering and sorrow are passed away for ever. And, 
therefore, part of the holy Compound, after having 
been beaten very small, was laid up before God in 
the Most Holy Place ; into which Jesus has entered, 
and wherein He abides. 

The next ingredient in the holy Compound was 
Onycha. This has been shewn us to signify wrestling 
believing prayer. We remember the words of our 
blessed Lord, ^' Father, I thank Thee that Thou 
hast heard me : and I knew that Thou hearest me 
always." And in our holiest worship, when we are 
brought nearest to God, we make known our requests 
in the name of Jesus, remembering that Him He 
heareth still. We have confidence towards Him there. 
We assure our hearts, as St. John says, before Him : 
And whatsoever we ask we receive of Him, because 
we keep His commandments, and do those things that 
are pleasing in His sight. And what is His com- 
mandment, but that we should believe in the name 
of His Son Jesus Christ — that we should know the 
prevailing power of that Name in which we appear 
before Him, and believe that we shall surely receive 
the things that we ask ? 

Galbanum, we have been taught, is the emblem 
of that solemn subdued praise which is breathed forth 
in the act of intercession along with the prayers of all 
saints. It is not the free unmingled expression of 
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thanksgiving, such as was typified by the wine of the 
drink-oflFering. It may rather be described as ado- 
ration, prompted as much by the fear of the Lord, as 
by the joy of the Holy Ghost. There was profound 
awe in the words of Jesus as well as joyful thanks- 
giving, when He said, ^^ I thank thee, Father, 
Lord of heaven and earth, because Thou hast hid 
these things from the wise and prudent, and hast 
revealed them unto babes. Even so. Father, for so 
it seemed good in Thy sight." The same solemnised 
sentiment may be seen in these words of David, 
^^ Praise waiteth for thee"— or, as in the margin, 
'' Praise is silent for thee, God, in Zion." Solemn 
subdued praise becomes us peculiarly in the act of 
intercession. There are blessed voices then blended 
with ours, though we hear them not. Unheard, 
unutterable praise comes from the souls that are 
under the altar ; of which we have no emblem save in 
the smoke of the Incense as it ascends in the Church. 
When we see it ascending, we desire to be deeply 
reverent in spirit. If we sing then, it is upon our 
knees we sing. We seek to be filled with the holy 
awe of the Seraphim, who, as we read, cover their 
faces in the presence of the glory of the Lord, while 
the House is filled with smoke. What can we say 
then — what can we do, but bow the head and 
worship ? 

The last ingredient named in the Sacred Com- 
pound was pure Frankincense. You know that upon 
each of the twelve loaves of the shew-bread in the 
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Holy Place there was laid a portion of pure frankin- 
cense, to signify that the twelve tribes of Israel — 
the spiritual as well as the literal Israel — were repre- 
sented there, before God, solely in virtue of the 
righteousness of Christ. And in this holy Compound 
the pure frankincense shews forth the same thing. 
It is the merit of His perfect righteousness, who 
fulfilled all the law of Moses, and all the higher law 
of love to God and love to man. It is the sweet 
savour thereof that God prizes: and it forms the 
strong prevailing plea wherein we trust, whensoever 
we appear in His presence. 

Again — for the truth of God is rich and various 
in its aspects, as well as one and the same in its 
essence — the four sweet spices which composed the 
Incense represent the four things which St. Paul 
directed should be offered unto God for all men; 
namely, supplications, and prayers, and intercessions, 
and giving of thanks ; and which, as we have shewn 
before, are presented in our Morning and Evening 
Worship continually. These four holy ingredients 
are then combined, and offered up with the smoke of 
the Incense, in the act of special intercession by the 
Angel of the Church — the Minister and the repre- 
sentative of the Angel of the Covenant. 

Such then are some of the things we have been 
taught concerning this holy Compound, which Moses 
prepared at the Lord's command. And such is the 
character of the holy Service in which we engage, 
when we offer up intercession in the name of Jesus. 
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In the Holy Place we present Incense with the pure 
offering. In the Most Holy Place, into which Jesus 
has entered. He offers the same holy Compound, 
which, beaten very small, was laid up, as we have 
seen, before the Ark of the Testimony. He offers it 
there with the prayers of all Saints. He adds it to 
the prayers. — Kev. viii. 2. In our holy worship we 
draw nigh to HiM. The cloud of perfume testifies to 
the savour of His merits. With holy fear, because 
of our conscious un worthiness, '* we enter into the 
cloud "; and by faith we hear the voice which still 
speaketh from heaven, saying, '^ This is my beloved 
Son, in whom I am well pleased." God is well 
pleased for His righteousness' sake — well pleased 
with Him, and with all who are found in Him. We 
press near that we may be overshadowed — covered 
wholly with the odorous cloud which He offers ; even 
He, who is our one only High Priest in heaven. We 
join our services to His. In His name we worship. 
And thus we realise the truth, that 'Hhis is none 
other than the House of God — this is the gate of 
Heaven. '^ It is only the veil which separates us; 
and that separation is only for a time. Would that 
we remembered this continually, that we might both 
worship in God's House, and walk in the world, as 
becometh our high calling, and our nearness to the 
Holiest of aU ! 

See, then, how the truth of God, whether in type 
and symbol, or in spirit and life, is ONE from the 
beginning. Blessed are they who know the truth as 
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it is in Jesus — who know it, not in the letter only, 
but in the life. '* For this is life eternal, to know 
Thee, the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom 
Thou hast sent." 
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ZION. 



Psalm czxxii. 13 — 16. 

For the Lord hath chosen Zion ; He hath desired it for 
His habitation. This is my rest for ever : here will I 
dwell ; for I have desired it, I will abundantly bless 
her provision : I will satisfy her poor with hread, I 
will also clothe her priests with salvation : and her 
saints shall shout aloud for joy. 

The Lord had chosen Zion of old. He had desired 
it for His habitation. He had a people there to 
whom He could make Himself known, and with 
whom He could hold converse and communion. 
There, His love towards the children of men could 
find some solace, because there it met with some 
response. 

We are too apt to think that the love which God 
has expressed for His people is something different 
firom all other love — different in kind, as well as in 
degree. We are too apt to think of it as of some 
impersonal emanation or influence. And this is a 
serious mistake : for it is sure to leave us with such 
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indistinct^ indefinite ideas of God's love^ as can awaken 
no sympathy in us, and may go far to hinder us fipom 
either believing or returning His love at all. 

In its extent^ the love of God is indeed incon- 
ceivable, but not in its nature. God means what 
He says when He speaks of His love to us ; and He 
means us to understand and believe what He says. 
His love is not abstract mysticism ; far less is it mere 
make-believe. His love, like all other love, is the 
attribute of a Person. It is such love as we can 
know — as our thoughts can dwell upon. We can 
receive the expression of it consciously into our hearts, 
even as a light from heaven, kindling within us true 
joy and exultation — turning our trouble into peace — 
our darkness into day. We are called to know the 
love of God, though, in its fulness, it passeth all 
knowledge. It is the love of a Father to his children: 
and we know what that is. It is the pity of a Father 
for children lost — pity so deep, so true, that, for 
their recovery. He withheld not the dearest thing 
which He possessed. He gave His only begotten Son 
to die for us, that we might not perish, but have 
everlasting life. And what could love — even love 
divine — do more? And, therefore, it is reasonable 
now, however wonderful, to expect fi*om the love of 
God, not merely acts of kindness towards men, but a 
desire on His part — yea, a yearning desire — to pos- 
sess their love in return. For it is of the very nature 
of true love to long for such a response. And 
wherever it is found — in whatever people it is mani- 
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fested — there God has His desire fiilfilled. He has 
found a place where He can rest in His love — a 
people over whom He can rejoice, even with the joy 
of singing. 

You believe that God loves you, and that He has 
done great things for you : and well you may, for 
it is true. But, do you believe that He seeks to 
have rest in your love, poor and cold as you may 
deem it at the best to be ? Do you believe, when 
you come up to wait upon God, and to seek His 
presence as your chiefest joy, that He is beforehand, 
waiting for you, desiring to have His joy fulfilled in 
holy communion with you ? If we do not believe 
this, we have yet something very blessed to learn. 
We may know much about doctrine, but what we 
need most of all to know is the love which God has 
to us — in its truth — in its absolute and touching 
reality. It is a truer thing that God waits for 
communion with His people, than that they wait for 
communion with God. It is a truer thing that their 
love yields joy to Him, than that His love yields joy 
to them. And so, it was in this unfeigned intelligible 
love for Israel of old, that the Lord said He had 
chosen Zion, that He desired it for His habitation. 
In like manner it is true that He is with His people 
now : and as we realise His presence and believe His 
love, we desire — we delight to bow down before Him 
when we enter into His Courts — when we go ** unto 
the Altar of God, unto God our exceeding joy." 

In Zion God had taught His people His truth — 
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He had shewn them His ways. We know that He 
has a high purpose to accomplish in man — a purpose 
of blessing and glory inconceivable. And He had 
prevailed with a people there so to yield themselves 
to His hand, that He could shew forth in them the 
outlines of that great purpose, on which His heart 
was set. The ^rm of the Church was there — the 
living Temple. And although His people then saw 
not the greater glory to which it was leading, there 
was still a glory in that dispensation — a glory wherein 
the devout in heart could rejoice, and services which 
were both acceptable to God, and well fitted to draw 
up the heart to Him. That dispensation was the 
shadow of good things to come. It was as proper in 
its time, and as suited to its purpose, as the dispen- 
sation which followed it, and which has superseded 
all its types and symbols and mere outward services, 
by giving life and spirituality to them all. The 
Lord Himself knew its true value : He saw its proper 
glory in the glory of which it was the shadow, and to 
which it was leading on. And therefore were His 
people taught by His own Spirit to sing, even then, 
*^ The Lord hath chosen Zion : He hath desired it 
for His habitation. This is my rest for ever : here 
will I dwell, for I have desired it." Observe what 
was sung, *' This is my rest^r ever.'' The love of 
God rested not upon an outward economy which was 
intended to be done away. It rested upon His people ; 
and therefore it was FOR ever. The form of worship 
and service which He had prescribed for them, and 
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the place He had chosen to put His name there, were 
hut accessories to the hlessed truth that it was upon 
His people His love was set. Those outward things 
were the chosen medium of Communion between Him 
and them. And it needed such a ceremonial — such 
a service — to give form and expression to the cha- 
racter of His love towards them — to point continually 
to the higher things He had in store for them, and 
to the more glorious service they would yet have to 
render. It was too large a thing to be shewn out by 
word only. And so all the instituted rites had an 
evident reference to the future. The very end of the 
law was to bring in a better hope : and for that 
better hope His people waited, while they waited upon 
God. They received not the promises, but saw them 
afar off, and they were persuaded of them, and 
embraced them. 

But these promises had reference to the place, 
wherever it might be in all time, which the Lord 
should choose to put His name there, — to the spiri- 
tual Zion as well as to the literal — to the spiritual 
more than to the literal. We have already seen 
that, like as He said to Moses in the wilderness, 
'^ Let them make me a Sanctuary, that I may dwell 
among them": so He had declared by David, in the 
Spirit of prophecy, *' Thou hast ascended on high ; 
Thou hast led captivity captive : Thou hast received 
gifts for men, yea, for the rebellious also, that the 
Lord God might dweU among them.'' His love 
evermore sought rest amongst His people. And so^ 
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after the ascension of our blessed Lord, the Spirit 
was poured from on high: gifts were bestowed on 
men, who, thereby, were *^ builded together for an 
habitation of God through the Spirit." The spiritual 
Temple was begun. As had been foreseen by the 
Prophet of old — '^ The Lord had founded Zion, and 
the poor of His people did trust in it." Of this Zion 
the Lord could say, as He could not say of the 
former, '^This is my rest for ever; here will 1 
dwell ; for I have desired it." For in a way that 
He had never dwelt in the Earth before. He came 
then to dwell here. As we have repeatedly said. 
He came to dwell not with men merely, but in 
men. It was wondrous love — incredible some might 
say. And yet, what we wish to point out is this, 
that it was the natural course for such love to take. 
Jesus said, " If a man love me he will keep my 
words, and My Father will love him, and we will 

COME UNTO HIM, AND MAKE OUR ABODE WITH HIM." 

It was not merely an act of grace and condescension 
unspeakable ; it was LOVE that sought its proper joy 
in the object beloved. And herein stand both the 
reason, and the reasonableness, of it all — that Jesus 
had become man — bone of our bone, and flesh of 
our flesh. To Him the Holy Ghost was given with- 
out measure — not for Himself alone, for the Eternal 
Spirit was ever the Spirit of the Son and of the 
Father ; but it was given Him as the head of His 
body, the Church. And thus the Spirit abideth with 
the Church for ever. Thus God dwelleth by His 
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Spirit in the Church for ever. His boundless love 
towards men has now free scope and verge: for 
among men there is found One m whom God's image 
is perfect^ and over whom His heart can rejoice with 
ineffable and eternal de%ht. And all who are joined 
to Him by the same Spirit^ are^ in their measure, the. 
objects of God's love, and the subjects of His holy 
complacency and joy. " Here will I dwell, for I have 
desired it." It is because of this fSuthiul word that 
His Spirit has never been withdrawn from the Ghurch,^ 
much as He has been grieved, and long as He has 
been resisted. And why should we wonder now if 
His people bethink them of their ingratitude, and 
repent them of their sin, that He should manifest 
Himself amongst them — as frill of grace and of power 
this day, as at any previous time when He shewed 
His power and glory in the Sanctuary ? 

Now, seeing that God does in very deed dwell 
with men on the Earth — seeing that He has indeed 
chosen Zion, and desired it for His habitation — we 
might well expect that what follows in the Psalm shall 
be realised in its very uttermost meaning — *' I will 
abundantly bless her provision ; I will satisfy her 
poor with bread." The Shew Bread in the Sanctuary 
of old, as well as the pot of Manna in the Most Holy 
Place, have, since then, received the blessing which 
is promised here : and however men may account of 
it, that blessing, in God's estimation, is rich and 
precious. What He calls abundant blessing has 
come upon the Church's Bread. The fragrance of 
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the frankincense is upon it still. But God has 
changed the outward thing which was of old, into the 
sjmtual, heavenly thing which is now. He gives us 
bread from heaven, wherein is the savour — nay more 
' — the salvation of the righteousness of Christ. What 
we have in Zion now is the bread of everlasting life. 
It is the bread also — the symbol and the pledge — 
of everlasting love. It is the divine communion, 
wherein the love of God meets the love of His people 
— wherein He rests in Hw love, while He seeks to 
promote, yea, and to perfect their joy. It is a great 
feast to which we are bidden in His House. We 
cannot measure the grace there displayed. It is 
true the heart of man is capable of great enlarge- 
ment. We know it to be now so large that the 
possession of all the Earth is not enough to satisfy its 
desires. Possessing all things here, it still thirsts and 
pants for more. It was made for a higher, nobler 
joy, and nothing will ever satisfy it but that for which 
it was made. Nothing can fill it but the love — the 
life of God in Christ Jesus His Son. And this is 
the bread wherewith He satiates the souls of His 
people. This is the abundant provision of His House. 
He has fiilfilled the word of His promise — ^' I will 
satisfy her poor with bread." They are the ** poor"; 
for they empty themselves of all else for this. Every 
thing to them is poor compared with this. And no 
wonder they should reckon thus, if the bread they 
eat be that which Jesus has described in words like 
these — *' My flesh is meat indeed, and my blood is 
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drink indeed. He that eateth my flesh and drinketh 
My Wood dwelleth in Me, and I in him. As the 
living Father hath sent Me, and I live by the Father; 
so ho that eateth Me shall live by Me. This is that 
bread which came down from heaven : not as your 
fathers did eat manna and are dead : he that eateth 
of this bread shall live for ever." — John vi. 55 — 58, 
To deny the divine mystery that is in this holy 
Sacrament shews little knowledge of the depths that 
are in man's being, any more than of the wondrous 
grace that is in the Lord's teaching. For every 
thoughtful person must feel that there are depths in 
his heart, and largeness and loftiness in His desires, 
with which the holy mysteries of God are the only 
things that fully harmonise. Deep thus answereth 
to deep. In these holy mysteries He comes to us, 
ancl dwells in us, and we in Him, He meets the 
utmost longings of our souls. And thus are we 
satisfied with the abundant provision of His House — 
with the goodnes of His Holy Place. 

Now the Lord is at pains to get us to believe all 
this ; not merely that we may rejoice in it, and that 
He may have some thankfiil return for it ; but that 
we may be witnesses for Him, and make known in 
the world the reality and the richness of the grace 
which He longs to bestow upon all. For this end 
He has invested the Church with the power of diS' 
pensing the grace, as well as of making it known. 
He has said of Zion, ** I will clothe her Priests with 
salvation," And we know that He has done it ; for 
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this word is as true as every other He has spoken. 
It is true, in the first place, of an ordained Priesthood 
in the Church. As Priests of God and of Christ, they 
are called, not only to oflPer up spiritual sacrifices unto 
God, hut to minister from God the grace and peace 
of His salvation. If they are ministers of His at all, 
they are ministers of the New Testament — which is 
not of the letter, hut of the Spirit. The treasure is 
indeed in earthen vessels ; hut it is there nevertheless. 
The men are compassed with infirmities even as others ; 
but as the Priests of the Lord, they are clothed with 
salvation nevertheless, God giveth them the inves- 
titure, in virtue of which they minister the grace of 
life. It is another token of His love, in the honor 
He thus puts upon His servants, and through them 
upon all His people. It is the way He has chosen 
to make His name known in Zion. Happy are •His 
servants who seek to minister only what they receive 
fi'om Him ! And happy are His people who, when the 
servants minister, look only to the hand of the Master ! 
In clothing His Priests with salvation, it is meant 
that He is to be seen — not they. Being clothed as 
Priests, they are, as individuals, covered and con- 
cealed. We know no man now after the flesh. The 
Lord Himself commandeth the blessing wherewith all 
His ordinances are stored ; and His servants are set 
to dispense it only for Him. This is no priestly 
arrogance or assumption. No ; it is true faith in 
the Lord Jesus as the Head of all ministry — present 
in His own house — fiilfilling His own promises— 
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carrying on His own work: His Servants being 
nothing in themselves, and doing nothing of them- 
selves. It is in His name only we minister, even as 
it is in His name only we trust. You have often 
heard this : but it is good to be often reminded of 
it, that our faith in it may be quickened and kept 
alive. And surely we can never weary of anything 
which leads us to realise the continual presence, and 
the actual ministry, of the Lord amongst us ! Our 
faith in His presence needs to be kept always in 
exercise. We cannot minister to profit save as God 
hath dealt to every man this measure of faith : for 
what have we to give, save that which we receive ? 
Hear what St. Paul says on this head. *' As we 
have many members in one body, and all members 
have not the same oflSce, so we being many are one 
body in Christ, and every one members one of another. 
Having then gifts differing according to the grace 
that is given to us, whether prophecy, let us prophesy 
according to the proportion of feith ; or ministry, 
let us wait on our ministry ; or he that teacheth, on 
teaching ; or he that exhorteth, on exhortation : he 
that giveth, let him do in with simplicity ; he that 
ruleth, with diligence ; he that sheweth mercy, with 
cheerftdness," 

What we have been now saying is one view of 
the clothing promised to the Priests of Zion. But 
there is another view of it. For all the Lord's people 
have the calling of Priests — being found in Him who 
is the great High Priest of all. '' Ye are an holy 
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Priesthood, a peculiar people " — that ye may oflPer 
unto God spiritual sacrifices, acceptable through 
Christ Jesus. All of you have a ministry to accom- 
plish, and a sacrifice to offer ; and for all of you 
there is clothing provided to fit you for such a 
service. In you the mind of Christ is to be seen, 
which is shewn out in the various symbols in His holy 
house. These are to have their spiritual meaning 
and reaUty in you. The fine linen on the Priests 
shews forth the righteousness '' of the Saints": while 
the divers colours shew the varied grace and rich 
endowments of the whole body. These are the gar- 
ments of salvation wherewith you are clothed, and by 
which you are to be known in the fellowship of the 
saints. Keep them pure and undefiled, and ye shall 
soon walk with Him in white in the City of our God 
— even with HiM Who has loved you and washed 
you from your sins in His own blood, and Who now 
entreats you, by the love you bear Him, to give a 
true and faithfiil witness to His name. 

But we must dwell a little more on this part of 
our subject, and endeavour here to give some more 
practical bearing to the conclusion of these Lectures, 

We see clearly firom holy Scripture that in '* the 
last days"— before the coming of the Lord — great 
things are expected from His people. And we may 
infer that this is just another way of saying that great 
grace is promised — great blessing is in store for 
them then. In their mouth is to be found no guile. 
They are to be the firstfi-uits unto God and the 
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Lamb, The Bride is to make herself ready to meet 
her Husband and Lord. — Bev. xiv. This holy 
character, therefore, — this^high calling — should fill 
us, not with fear and discouragement, but with ear- 
nest and joyful expectation, because, high though it 
be, it may be attained through the grace which is 
found for us in Christ Jesus. Some must attain to 
it, for the Scripture cannot be broken. And why 
should not we seek the grace needful for its attain- 
ment, seeing that that grace is as free as it is large ? 
It is Christ who is represented as saying, ** My 
soul desired the first ripe fruits." He longs for His 
Saints to be perfected — for His bride to be adorned 
with her jewels. And we know now that this great 
work can be accomplished only in the Church. It is 
they who dwell in Zion, they who are planted in the 
House of the Lord, who shall flourish in the Courts 
of our God. And, moreover, it is in her old age, 
after all her barrenness, that the Church, like Sarah, 
shall prove the faithfiilness of the Lord, and see Him 
perform the word, however wonderful it be, on which 
He has caused her to hope. Then He will make the 
horn of David to bud anew. He will stretch forth 
His hand again, wherein is the hiding of His power ; 
and with the fulness of the Holy Ghost He will seal 
His people unto the day of the redemption. All 
this is promised : yea, all this is begun. Having 
received the anointing of the Holy Ghost, through 
the laying on of Apostles^ hands, we are now to 
rise up into this grace wherein we stand, and to 
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realise the holy character required of us by the Lord. 

If the Lord by His Spirit dwells in Zion, we are 
to live in the Spirit there : we are to walk in the 
Spirit. And this is the secret of our strength. It 
is the spring of our hope — the source of all our 
expected enlargement. Where the Spirit of the 
Lord is, there is liberty. The yoke we bear is easy, 
because He gives us to love the service — because all 
the law that the Master lays upon us is love. To 
walk in the Spirit is the highest thing a man can do 
here ; but we cannot tell which of the two to call it 
— our duty or our blessedness. It is pre-eminently 
both. What a thing it is to dwell in Zion, and to 
walk with God there ! Blessed are the people that 
are in such a case ! High company they keep ! 
Blessed paths they dwell in ! For He maketh them 
to lie down in green pastures: He leadeth them 
beside the still waters. Weak in feith, and wander- 
ing in heart as we are, do we not know something of 
this ? Being planted in the House of the Lord — 
having our affections flowing on, in some degree of 
unison with all His goings in the Sanctuary — we do 
find the place and the service becoming ever more 
and more precious and delightsome to us. We too 
are learning to say in our heart, ** This is my rest ; 
here will I dwell." Yea, ** this is my rest for 
ever "; seeing that we prove it to be the true fore- 
taste of the everlasting rest. 

Dwelling in Zion, then, let us live in the Spirit, 
and walk in the Spirit. This is no more than what 
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we are all called to do. And being faithfiil to her 
calling, the Church may hope, without presumption, to 
ripen apace as the firstfruits unto God and the Lamb. 

To believe this to be attainable is the first step 
towards attaining it. To aim at attaining it is 
coming nearer it still. But let us ever remember 
that the indispensable requisite is to live in the Spirit, 
and to walk in the Spirit. For the fruit we are to 
bear is the fruit of the Spirit, and is the very end and 
object for which we have been sealed with the Holy 
Ghost. And *^ the fruit of the Spu-it is love, joy, 
peace, longsuflPering, gentleness, goodness, faith, 
meekness, temperance." Just as these are in us 
and abound do we ourselves ripen for the Kingdom — 
we put on, as the elect of God, the clothing of the 
Kingdom. Love, joy, peace — these three fruits are 
first named. Think of them, and cultivate them 
sedulously. You know they are above all price: 
you know they are to outlive all time. Think of 
them, and cultivate them, as ''the precious things of 
the lasting hills "; sown indeed in lowly hearts here, 
but to be seen ere long in all their excellence on the 
hill of God, the Mount Zion, to which they properly 
belong, and where they arc to flourish for ever. 

Longsuffering is different. It can grow only 
here. In the world to come there is nothing to call 
it forth. Think, therefore, every time you are pro- 
voked, that it is here only you can shew forth the 
grace of long suffering ; and lose not one opportunity 
of bearing such Godlike fruit. 
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Gentleness is next named: that is, Christian 
refinement in disposition and in deportment. Having 
perfect serenity within, we ought to manifest in all our 
walk and conversation the gentleness of Christ, which 
of right belongs to us — seeing that we are indwelt 
by the same Spirit. What a thing it is to know, 
that the mighty God is the perfection of gentleness 
as well as of power ! 

Goodness comes next, or rather benignity, breath- 
ing good will to all. Then faith, or fideUty : — being 
true and trustworthy, after being tried. Then 
meekness ; remembering continually how in ourselves 
we are nothing, having continual need of teaching 
and guidance, and being conscious that all our 
worthiness is only in virtue of our union with Christ. 
In Him is our fruit found. Finally, Temperance — 
the grace which is the effect of perfect self-control : 
having the mastery of our passions ; keeping down 
mental excitement ; and being freed from all exagge- 
rated views of things, either temporal or spiritual. 

These, then, are the fruits of the Spirit ; and 
just as we bear them, they are the proofs, the signs, 
of His actual presence within us. ^^ Against such 
there is no law." Against the doctrines we teach 
there may be objectors, either from ignorance or 
from prejudice. But against the fruits of the 
Spirit no word can be spokra, no law can be found. 
Bad as things are in the world, it would be counted 
unnatural and monstrous to seek to put down love, 
and joy, and peace, and long suffering, and gentle- 
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ness, and fidelity, and meekness, and temperance. 
Only let these be in us — in every one of us — and 
we shall soon disann objectors ; that is, those objec- 
tors, of whom we trust there are many around us, 
who love and admire the fruits of the Spirit, when 
they see them, as truly as we do. 

Finally. '' I will clothe her Priests with sal- 
vation, and her Saints shall shout aloud for joy." 
With such rich provision in God's House — with such 
abounding grace — need we wonder that there should 
be gi-eat joy? Would it were greater than it is, with 
us ! Joy, as we have just said, is one of the fruits 
of the Spirit, and it behoves us to see that we are 
not without it. We cannot be without it, and be 
strong ; for the joy of the Lord is our strength. It 
is written of the early Church when the salvation of 
the Lord was unobstructed, and was suffered to shew 
itself in its own proper character — ^* Then had the 
Churches rest throughout all Judea and Galilee and 
Samaria, and were edified ; and walking in the fear 
of the Lord, and in the comfort of the Holy Ghost, 
were multiplied." And such might it well be amongst 
us — so ought we to walk now, in the fear of the 
Lord, and in the comfort of the Holy Ghost — 
whether the world smile upon us, or frown. We 
have, the spring of this joy in our hearts. The Lord 
has put it there, and we are conscious of its reality 
and of its blessedness. But we should be known by 
it: — it should be seen shining in our countenance, 
and lightening our very steps, as we walk before the 
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Lord. And it should haxe full utterance from our 
lips : not faint and low, as in our praises it too often 
is. If our joy be great, it is a relief to us to shout 
aloud. If the heart be full, its fulness will give 
energy to the voice. Singing is the proper utterance 
of joy, especially when it is a common and collective, 
and not a mere individual thing. The blending 
together of our voices is the appropriate emblem of 
the one feeling that seeks expression from all our 
hearts. And this accounts for what may appear 
strange at first sight, that in the service of the Holy 
Eucharist, we should sing the Greed. But it is 
then as much the utterance of our joy, as it is the 
profession of our faith. ' It is the utterance of our 
joy ; for it is the shewing forth before God of that 
entire salvation wherewith, from head to foot, we are 
clothed. It is the same with the Psalms ; and it 
might well be the same also with many parts of 
prophetical Scripture. How much one would like 
always to sing such glowing words as these — *' I 
AYill greatly rejoice in the Lord, my soul shall bfe 
joyful in my God ; for He hath clothed me with the 
garments of salvation. He hath covered me with the 
robe of righteousness, as a bridegroom decketh him- 
self with ornaments, and as a bride adorneth herself 
with jewels.'* Yes, and the day is coming when 
there shall be fiiU and fitting utterance, not only for 
the joy the Lord's people feel now, but for all the 
joy they shall feel then ; — when a voice shall come 
out of the Throne, saying. Praise our God all ye His 
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servants^ and ye 'that fear Him^ both small apid great. 
And what is the response then ? *' I heard," said 
John, '^ as it were the voice of a great multitude, 
and as the voice of many waters, and as the voice of 
mighty thunderings, saying, Alleluia ; for the Lord 
God omnipotent reigneth. Let us be glad and 
rejoice, and give honour to Him, for the marriage of 
the Lamb is come, and his wife hath made herself 
ready. And to her was granted that she should be 
arrayed in fine linen, clean and white ; for the fine 
linen is the righteousness of Saints." 



THE END. 
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